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Hat Comets are, the Wiſeft Feads admire, 
Though whar they mean, is all the woff enquire. 
B9Yh forts to fatisfie was here my thought : 
Alas ! they're not agreed yet what to donbr. 
Burt though ro ſalve all Wonder I deſpair, 
"Tis no-prefumption to allay the fear. 

You, Noble Pair, in whom concentred meet, 
Beauty and YVertue, Grace, and All that's ſweet , 
Pardon if this intiruPd to ſuch jars : 

Comets take Jarronage of Brighireſt S2ars. 
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A JUDGEMENT. of the COMET;,- 
| which became firſt generally viſible to us Decem- 


ber 13. about 15 Minutes before Five in the 
Evenmg. A. D. 1680, 


| 


S to the preſent Comet (leaving its more exatt Phi- F 1. 
A loſophical and Aſtronomical Theory to the Cu- 
rious, who have advantages and leiſure for it; 

and the Aſtrological judgment of it to thoſe incurable 
Cheats and Cheated, the Admirers of that falſe named 
Science ) I ſhall endeavour fuch account and reſolution 
concerning it, as becomes a Rational perſon and confi- 
dering Chriſtian. I take it for granted that none, who 
pretend to this CharaQter ( whatever be the cauſe and 

enefis of Comets in general, can in the preſent crifis of Af- 
Kirs' forbear r vl! ſomerimes of this : For as (ſuppo- 
ſing a man to be out of doors ina clear Evening while 
it appears) it will be ſeen of him, during its vigour, al- 
moſt whether he will or no; ſo though to ſtand all 
amuzed and appall'd at it, be the part of great weakneſs, 
yet, as things go, not at all to heed it (and that roo with 
ſerious reflections ) may be deſervedly cenſured, if nor 
the height of Stupidity, yet a notorious degree of pro- 
!. phane Negligence and Confidence. 
| Three Queſtions are obvious to be moved touching & 
it, which therefore my deſign will engage me to conſider; 
What it has extraordinary 2 Of what import or ſignifi- 
cancy it may be? and, What moral influence it ought to 


have upon its beholders ? 
—_— B In 
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A Judgement of | 
In fatisfaftion t the firſt of theſe I conceive, Comets 

in general tro be no ſuch extraordinary occurrence, as the 
common opinion and wonderment of people would re- 
preſent them. They appear fo frequently in one part of 
the World or other, that, if apap x& account could be 
made up, it would be manifeſt rhere ſeldom have paſſed 
or do paſs many years together withour ſome one or 
more of them. I have now in my hands,a brief Hiſtory 
of no-leſs than One hundred ninety and odd, beginning 
with an old Tradition of One, in the year before Noah's 
Flood, and continued down to the Year of Our Lord 
1596, Colleted by one Abraham Rockenbach, DoCtor of 
Laws, ſometimes Proſeſior of Mathematicks, and Dean 
of the Philoſophical Colledge at Francfort: to which Col. 
lecion, notwithſtanding ( as copious as it ſcems to be) 
both during thoſe years, it is not difficult to add ſome , 
and fince them cenfiderably more. So that if the mat- 
ter be duly weighed, a Comet is no more rare a thing or 
object of wonder, than 2 very dry Summer or. a ſevere 
Winter : and though bath theſe deſerve ſerious regard; 
yet I do not judge ut hecomes us to be ready to go out 
of our wits about thera, or to think the State and Govern- 
ment, if not the World it {clf, is infallbly ncar a diſſolution. 
Bur it will be a moſt evident demonſtration of the fre- 
cy of Comets and of the ſeveral intervals uſually of 
their nce (and , befides that, be very ſerviceable 
to What follows) if we ſet down as in a Table the ſeve- 
ral Years wherein Comets are recorded by Hiſtorians to 
have been ſeen, rogether with their place where they firſt 
appeared (if we can find it, in Heaven, it not, over what 
Countries? ) the Time of ſuch appearance, their Duration, 
Motion and Complexion : For all which , we muſt crave 
ſack allowance as the diſtance of time, the diftcrences of 
Chronology, the nature of the maxter, and indeed the re- 
pute of ſome Hiſtories alſo. do require. RR —, 
Anno 
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An, Mundi. Place. Time. Duration. Motion. Complexion 


1656 Piſces March xt Month 12 Signs 
9 Capric. 65 Days 3 Signs Saturnine 
2O1I Aries 22 Days 
2128 Leo 9 Days 
2453 Capric. Ficry 
2770 Gemini Auguſt 
2795 Aries 43 Nights 
3458 A Comet in faſhion of a Horw. Kegevrlas, Plin. 
3537 | 75 Days Fiery 
3553 North- Decem. 

wards 
3592 Orion. Midwinter From W. Southwards 
3609 Leo 
3624 Sagzt. 19 Days 
3743 Aries 22 Days 
3767 I Capr. ſome Days 

2 Canc. I9 Days 
3769 8 Days 
3780 Piſces 82 Days 
3789 Aries 32 Nights 
3795 55 Weeks 
3798 Sept. 4 | 
3799 Fiery 
3809 Taurus 9 Days 
3819 Capric. 22 Days 
38290r 31 Geniins 83 Nights 
3853 Cancer 15 Days 
3879 Virgo 94 Nights Fiery 
3993 9 Days 
3922 Scorpio 
3935 Libra 95 Days 


B 2 Anne 
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Anno Dom. Place. Time. Duration. Motion. Complexion. 


I Leo 3 Nights Fiery 
Iz Aries 32 Days | 
I7 Aries 20 Days 
40 Gemin! 
48 Cancer 4 Months 
56 InNero's 6 Months. From N. to E. 
Reign. 
62 In Nero's Reign South-Weſtwards. 
66 In Nero's Reign. Zactt. /. x5. 


70 . Gemini Nero's Reign 
R 4 o April8 1 Year Immoveable 


71 Or2 
72 Libr, 40 Days 
77 or 8, Taurus 
81 Titus Veſpatian's Reign 
130 Aquar. 39 Nights 2 Signs 
I45 Aquar. F Nights 
188 1 Day Fiery 
204 many days 
220 Piſces 18 Days FromW. to E. 
308 or6 Immediately before Conſtantine the Great. 
324 Virgo 
340 Aries '6 Months 3 Days 
367 Seen ina clear day when Fuljan was ſlain. 
370 Aries 11 Wecks 
380 Libra May 4 Months 
384 A Comet in ſhape of a Pilar. 
389 Gemini 20 Days Fiery 
393 Cancer 40 Days 
394 North. 30 m_ 
396 About the time of the vifiew of the Empire. 
400 Fiery 
412 Lzo Midfum. 4 Months 12 >, _=_ 
a Vid. Baron. Annal. ad anu. 400. : 
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" Anno Dom. 


413 
418 
434 
445 
451 
454 
488 
539 
541 
589 
594 


$97 
6OI 


603 
604 2 


617 
633 
677 
. 678 
687 


7 
14 
837 «8 
839 


the COMET 1680. $ 
Place. Time. Duration. . Motion. Complexion. 


Virgo 4 Months 
Over Britain. diverſe Months 
A little before St. Auguſtines death. 
Many whole days together. 


Over England & France: Of very ſtrange ſhape. 


A Comet accompanied with ſtrange apertures of the Heavens. 
A Comet of unuſual ſhape and bigneſs. 
Sagitt. Decemb. 


Eaſter 
1 Month 
January 1 Month 


Fiery 


Conſtantinople. Near about the birth of Mahomer. 
many days Fiery 
Septem. 2, Months : 
1. April 2 Months 
2. Nov. 2 Months 
1 Month Fiery 
30 Days 
Auguſt 3 Months 
3 Months 
T leiades Chriſtm. 12 Days & 
day. Nights 
Over Fr. 1. Appeared before Sun rifmg. 
2. Before Sun ſetting. 
Eaſt 10 Days 
x Eaſt 10 Days 
2 Weſt 21 Days 
Eaſt . 
A dreadful Comet, with Eclipſe of Sun. 
Libra . 5 
Aries Diverſe Fiery appearances, 


—— —_— 
# Sigibert. 


cVid. Bed. Hiſt. Ang. |, 4. c. 12. 0 Bed. Hit. Ang). |. 5. 
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£1211 Raſta <4 18 Days 


2. Following the Sun. 


4. 1223 Over Fr. 3 Months 
I240 Near N. Pole and its train Eaſtwards. 


i Magdeburg, Cent. 13.13» 


1214 2 NearN. Poſe. 1. Going before the Sun. 


Anno Dom. Place. Time. Duration. Motion. Complexion. | 


842 Aquar. 
368 y 
876 Fi 
882 Fay. 18 T 
905 May 
e. 906 6 Months 
* "ao Fiery 
941 2 German. I. 14 Nights 
2, Uncertain 
944 Italy Of an immenſe bigneſs. 
968 The Tear of the ſixteenth Schiſm at Rome. 
975 
983 
999 Fanuary Fiery 
I 005 South Oeb. x. Fiery 
I 04 Morn. Fiery 
IO5 Poland diverſe Days 
1066 All the Eaſter 14 Nights Bloudy 
wor,over 
1097 Weſt Otober 8 Days 
1098 Eaſt 15 Days 
f-1105 3 Sweden 
1106 Febr. 2. 6 Hours by day 
I107 Eaſt 40 Days Livid 
ITIO Tune Very odd 
II15 6 Months 


© Marth. Weftm. ad Ann. D. 906. f Amnal Wittenberg. g Cromer. Y 
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Amo Dom. Place. Time. Duration. Motion. Complexion 


1241 England January 30 Days | 
I _ _ divers Months 
1255 England Unuſual 
1264 Eaftw. 3 Months 
k. 1269 Scotland 
1285 A waſt Comet this. 
1298 
l. 1299 
x 300 Year of Jubilee at Rome. 
I3OT Decembd. 1 5 Nights 
I 304 North 3 Months 
1305 Paſſion week. 
I313 Near Mars I4 Days 
I314 Virgo 3 Months 
1337 1. May 4 Months i, 
2. Jane 3 Months 
I 347 Taurus 2 Months 
I352 North Decemb. 
1363 Eaſt 3 Months Fiery 
3 4 Aquar 3 Moms 
1380 ; 
I . 82 14 Days _ 
| I 391 In ſhape of a Spit. 
| 1400 Lent Sunday. 
I4OI TT —_— 
I 4O2 e Mare. 
| ng 248 Eaſt Pale 
YooY Months 
| Ky 4. Poland : 
1 1444 Summer ſolſtice. 
| 1456 Cancer June 1 Momth 
| 1457 Piſces Fune 1x Month Livid 


k Magdeburg. Cond 13. cap, 33. Likid. 


A Judgement on the 


Anno Dom. Place. Time. Duration. Motion. Complexion. 


1458 
1460 
. 1470 
I472 


1475 
1477 
I491 
I492 
I5OO 
I504 
I506 


IFIL 
ISIS 
ISI6 
I522 
I523 
1527 
1529 
I530 
ISI 
I532 
1533 
I537 


1538 
1539 
I541 
1542 
1543 
1545 


Taurus Fuly 
Very dreadful - 
Libra Fanuary From ax to Of colour like 
1. Libra Fan. 13 6 Weeks Extremely (wift = [Venn, 
2. Aries 
Libra 
Saturnine. 
Aries Spring 
Decem. 2 Months 
Capric. April 18 Days 
I. April 5 Days Perfettly Planeraty. 
2 Leo Auguſt 2. Higns 
Leo May 30 33 Days 
I2 Signs Lunar 
ſeyer. days 
Weſt Saturnine 


Auguſt One hour and quarter at a time ſeveral days, 
In each Cardinal point one. 
Cancer Aug.6 3 Weeks 3 Signs 
Cancer Aug.6 18 Days 4 Signs 
Libra Sept.23 27 Days 
Gemini June 1 Months Retrograde 3 Signs 
1. Weſt January 
2. 7aur. ſoonafter 3 Weeks 
Piſces Fanuary 
Aries May 6 3 Weeks 
Aug. 2.1 
C anfentinpe 
Germany M 
Weſt : as ſever. days 


40 Days 


{ 
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Anno Dom. Place, Time. Duration. Motion, Complexion. 


I554 ſever.da Fi 
#. 1556 Likbrgg March 5, 52 _ Swift Ge Pale 
I557 Sagittary Oftober Various. 
1558 Scorpio Auguſt 6 18 Days very pale 
1560 Decemb. 28 Days 
, I569 Capricorn Nov. 9g 
I57% Taurus Ottober 14Mont. Unmoyable. 
0.1573 Caſſiopeta Novemd. 
1577 Capricorn Nov. 12 2 Months 2 Signs. 
1578 3 1Southeaſt May 16 0 
. 2. 3. ena | q Of ſhort duration. 
1580 Oftober 9 8 Mont In 
1582 Northwel. 14 4 Days N orthwards. 
1585 Piſces , Oftober 9 78 Days "> h 
I59 Cancer uly 10 42 Days Re igns. 
. , Urſa maj. Fl, 9 = bom To Ly ys * £ 
P- 1597 July 16 
g..1604 Sagittary _., 
r. 1607 Urſa maj. Sept. 25 31 Days Diſappeared in Sagzre. 
s. 1618 4. 1%rſamaj, Aug, 35 . 30 Days Dany in Cancer 
t 2 Hydra Nov.:10, 13 Days... 
"=> 1.3 Perſew. Nov.22. 21 Days 
w. 4 Nev.24 59 Days Diſappeared in Cancer 
x. 1652 Gemini Dec.g 21 Days Diſappeared in Zawus 
y. 1664 Gemini . Novemb, 3 Months 
Z. 1665 Pegaſus Febr.1x1. ' diverſe Months Jovial. 
| « Queſtionable whether not more than one. Philoſ, Tranf. p. 3©3. 
a. 1677 Tauww Apriito ; Days 
1680 Capricorn Dec. 13 Jovial. 
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4 Judgement of 
I ſhall make no further uſe of this Table, as to the 
point in hand , than only to infer thence, Firſt, That if 
ſo vaſt a multirude of Comets on —_— ſince the 
nr +—dra pode bo d cighty and 
cight in leſs than Seventeen years) then 'tis not 
credible (Nature being not changed in irs vigour or-courſe 
by his coming) but that rhere were many more, in thoſe 
3947 Years of the World before his time, than through 
want of Records we are able ro reckon - Now if it 
may be admitted, that Comets were as trequent (pro- 
jonably to the time ) before Chriſt , as they have 
ſince, it will follow there have been near Six hun- 

dred of them already. Bur it is ſure trom the firſt ſetri 

out of the Hoſt of Heaven, Fupiter has not yer fini 

his Revolution Five hundred times; nor Saturn his, near 
fo-much as Two hundred : Therefore, according to this 
account the appearance of Comets will be much leſs a rare 
rj time, than theſe Planets running their natu- 
However, Secondly, It being granted, as ſee not how 
it can be denied, that they have been ſo numerous fince 
Chriſt's time, they cannot now be reckoned ot ſuch pro- 
digious note ; ſeeing that that 'which comes to paſs once 
in cight or nine Years (one with another) and ſometimes 
onee a year for divers years together, nay ſometimes 
rwice, thrice, or oftner in one year, cannot reaſonably 
be looked upon as matrer of ' wonder or aſtoniſhment. 
ann yy or he ae +; 190 54 þ way tg 
charged, perſons ought to t ſince the 
Year 1664, viz. in fixteen Years we ourſelves, who are 
nw ; - remember four or 0s —_— to haye 
ap ; that is more proportionably to , than 
| ms. wram wan Yea iI verily _— wn ee 
. by Carden, there are yery many which arc not ſeen, and 
fo exitred into no Hiſtories nior to be accollfirett;3 there 


- 


ight, no account is to be given what appearances 
have WD themſelves in rg mi all thoſe ſea- 
ſons. Add hereto, that the accounts we have are only of 
ſuch which areiſeen in the more civilized and better in- 
habited parts of the World ; whereas undoubtedly Co- 
mets appear indiflcrently over Seas, Deſerts, unknown 
and uninhabited Countries, as. well as over:the happier 
Regions. Generally then , Comets are no extraordinary 
OCCUrrents. | 


Now that this particular Comet is no extraordinary 
one, much lels, as fome think, ſueh the like to. which ne- 
ver before appeard, I ſhall not queſtion to make as cvi- 
dent as any thing I have yer faid. 

Comets may be cſteemed extraordinary , and ſo more 
dreadful, cither from their Colour, Light, Figure, Seaſon, 
Motion, Concomitants, Change , Diſtance, or Dura- 
tion. As to cach of theſe, I will inftances of Co- 
mets moſt widely exceeding this. 


The moſt dreadful colours Comets can be well conceiv- 
cd to appear in, I take to be the Black, or the Fiery Red. 
By thoſe which the Aſtronomers call Black, I prefume 
they mean ſuch whoſe light is of a more Sullen, Saturnine, 
Leaden caſt, inclined to Livid. And really methinks. 
ſuch are-a kind of ghaſtly fight, and ſhould bid as fair as 
any to be of "oul cnn” fo Now of this hue have di-, 
verls SÞpeard as may be _ in the Table , particularly 
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Anno 


F 6. 


$ 7. 


Virg. Zneid. 
I ©, 


Ad ann. Dom. 
1066, 


F 8. 


A Judgement of 


Atno Dom. 1107 , 1457, 1477 , Sc. but how reaſonably 


any black effets have been aſſigned to them we will ſee 


anon. ' In the mean' time the | Fiery or Bloody Red (of 
which Colour whetz Comets look, we are told they par. 
rake of Mars) is perhaps no leſs dreadful than the former, 
more indeed if we may credit the Poets, who ſtill take 
this complexion to make up the Charatter of fuch, which 


they would have us believe to have been moſt formida- 


ble and dire. 


Liquid fiquando note Comete 
Sanguinei lugubre rubent.—— 


When Bloody Comets in clear Night 
Glow with a deep and deadly Light. 


And of this firſt it is obvious to obſerve in the Table have 
appeared more, than of any other tinfture. I will name 
only two of , As a little more remarkable. In the 
Year of our Sed 1066 appeared one not only flaming 
but caſting abroad Fires into the Sky. And that is re- 
corded on, been of a deep bloody colour, which Mar- 
thew of Weſtminſter tells us appeared in England (bur in- 
deed, as upon good authority I have ſer in the Table, all 
the World over in a manner) a little before the Norman 
Conqueſt. But this ours, when-in the greateſt pomp of 
terrour, reſembled only the colour of a bright Moon, or, 
as ſome who ſaw it with the advantage of Glaſſes, liker 
Jupiter, that is more propitious. \ 


As to light, ſome have ſhone almoſt as ſtrong and clear 
as the Sun: fuch was that which appeared in the year of 
our Lord 999. ſo dreadful, that people roſe our of their 
beds, thinking their Houſes had been on fire. Thar al- 


which was {cen over Babylon at midnight, ſo bright that 
was taken for the ogy and the Foes 
(of 


D — 


the COMET i680. 


(of Day. and Night) a while thought. inverted, Sepr. 2 3. 
1532, Did ours ſhine thus, we might indeed eſtecma ita 
Prodigy, xmntLay | 

The Form or Shape of others has conciliated to them 
much dread. Aſtrologers affirm thoſe in the figure. of. 


a Spit (ſharp, ſlender and of indifferent length) ro be moſt. 
miſchievous in their effefts. Of this fort have. many:ap+: 


peared , and the Arriſts tell us, faith -my Author, / their 
Events are ſlow but fad. | Fl-omit that of 1558. and look 


back to 1391. as. more remarkable in/ its operations: For : 


about a year after Bajazet fat down before Conſtantinople, 


(leſſer accidents wel take no notice of) -and aftet ſeven 


years the Siege, was raiſed ,' and he being taken by 7a- 


merlain , was put into an-Jron Cape, and: carried ſo-in 
triumph through 4fa. Had he been truſſed and roaſted, 


the Prediction had had ſome ſhadow amy Buc 
theſe kind of Prophets are to he excuſed upon thoſe '1m- 


porn conſiderations of their own dignity, and the worlds 


ing unworthy of them. We ought: ro underſtand; Com- 


—__ are not fit to foreknow, and 'tis below. theſe 


to foretel (that is to particularize) any Event, 
till it is come to paſs. For it people ſeeing a Spit, were 
at the fame time told they were to underſtand it a Cage, 
they are ſo dull, it would not be beaten into their heads. 
Bur there being commonly (and yery wiſely) ſome halt a 
ſcore years (or ſuch other number as occaſion ſhall ſerve) 
- berwixt the firſt (inform) Intimation, - and the mature 
(formed) Prophecy, / which by another name we call the 
Event) if in ſuch tract of time, all things under the Sun 
being ſubject ro change, ſome little variation berween the 
Prediction and its Complement ſhould betide, what pow- 
er on Earth can help it > And as to this, how little was it ? 
Can any man alive fay that in eight or nine years {the 
time demgnded ex poſt fatto to intervene between the 
Comet and Bajazets tall) a Spit might not be forged in- 


ro 
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to Grates ? Well then, the ficry Spit did ſignifie Bajazers 
cold Iron Haaſe, and they are i Fools that deny 
it. "Twas as fair a Judgment as any Son of Art need to 
rae op A Ne eons 
Ordinary people would flaming Swords, or 
burning Javelins, and fuch like inflruments of laughter, 
as more dreadful thapes than Spits: bur theſe we are told 
are a very common ſpecies of Comets, known therefore 
by che trite names of Xiphiz and Acontie, Tc. in Phyſi- 

wherefore we'l paſs them. Only becauſe I per- 
ce the form of th pee Comer much mule TI 
ſhould be wanting to my deſign, not give ac- 
count of Pwanar ore errx than this d hot 
indeed than any yet related, which notwithſtanding did 
not determine the Worlds days, nor ſubvert the ſeveral 
mae yen tA And firſt, what ſhall 


Hig. ny nos earn /2gothr i he fit. 


the Antients, of ſo long it is the fifth Co- 
met we have any —_ oo ch appeared in the form 
of Five be ie flf like a Seepent? whoſe vaſt | _ 
INT round inwards towards its 
med by the King of Egypt (from a Tyrant his Predecef. 
ſor there) 7yphon? Anno Mundi 2.45 3. Yet notwithſtand- 
ing this, the World has ſtood above three thouſand years 
ſince. Again in the year of our Lord 451. over the Iſland 
of Great Britain was ſeen a Star of a wonderful bigneſs, 
to the train of which hung a fiery Sword not 
m_ (wel ſuppoſe it a luſty Fauchion) and as out "of 
ns mouth iſſued rwo vaſt Raies, whereof one 
—_— as far as France, the other extending it ſelf ro- 
wards Treland divided into ſeven leſſer Raies, This is 
not ſo dreadful as that which follows: In the year 1527. 
abour 4 in the morning, not only inthe Palatine of Rhezy, 
bur almoſt all over Europe, profexted it ſelf for au hayr and 
quarter blazing every day a meſt horrible Comet in this jort. 
It 


} 
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1t roſe due Eaſt, and went on aloft to the Meridian, being 


of = —_— . i 1, it HS ap fo ſetting in 
z ſuppole of its Tram] was iwmmenſe, 
of a bloudy colour, inclining to a ſaffron. From the tap of 


its Train appeared a bended arm, in the hand whereof was 
an huge Sword in the inſtant poſture" of ſtriking. ' At the 
point of the Sword was one Star, at each edge of it one other; 
but that at the point the biggeſt of the three. From theſe 
Stars, proceeded dusky Rates, like an hairy Tail : on the 
fide of them other Raies like Favelins, or lefſer Swords, (Ra- 
pier blades we'| ſuppoſe} as imbrued in bloud, between which 
appeared humane faces of the colour of blackiſh Clouds with 
h hair and beards. All theſe moved with ſuch terrible 
ſparkling and brightneſs, that many Spedtators ſwooned with 
fear. Such Comets as theſe may juſtly affright indeed, 
and I could produce halt a dozen ſuch relations out-of 
ana Sea af ey 7 gore 
extraordinary b IS bei 
Do ans 
The time or ſeaſon in which a man would leaſt expe& 


a Comet is by day. Ours indeed is modeſt, and appears 
not till che Sun is ſufficieatly withdrawn : but ſome have 


CE 10. 


been fo bold as to face him; as that in Augaſtus his time, Sever. Nur. Qu. 
when heentertained his people with royal Shews and So- * 7: © *7- 


lemnities in honour of his Mother Yewus ; which yet was 
looked upon as very auſpicious. But in the year 367. 
when Jian the Emperor was engaged in the War againſt 
the Perfians, in which he was ſhin, a Comet a 

in clear day , and this' was accounted fatal not-only-to 
the Emperor, but to the Delphick Temple : for diverſe 
Earthquakes  forſooth) being the Effefts of that Comer, 


in one of them fell that Temple, and was:never rebuilt. * 


Again, in the: year 687, on Chri/tmas day appeared a 
—_— near the Pleiades, and was + 
Y 
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day till the Epiphany , ſoon after one Pope died (Bexe- 


De rerum Va- 
rietat. l. 14. c. 


C 11. 


Boden. Theatr. 
Nas. 1. 3. 


In Prodrom. 
Comeric, 


dif IT.) and (which was very wonderful) another came 
in his room (Fohy V.) But the boldeſt Comet have met 
with was that 1106. Feby. 3. which'in appearance ſeemed 
not to 'be aboye a Cubits diſtance from the Sun. To 
conclude this point how prodigious ſoever Comets by day 
may ſeem to us, it would ſeem by Carday, as he reports 
from the Scafaring Spaniards, that in Braf! and thoſe 
parts they 'are not 'very infrequent continuing ay $9 
mghte. However then this is leſs marvellous than thoſe. 


By their Motion Comets may ſeem extraordinary, ei- 
ther for rheir Swiftneſs, or awmnatural Courſe. For ſwift 
motion, it is delivered to us by an old Tradition, that a 
little before Noaks Floud a Comet run through the whole 
Zodiack in the ſpace of one month. But this may feem 
fabulous, nor will I concern my ſelf for irs truth : that 
which follows I can relate on better credit. In the year. 
1472. Fax. 13. appeared a Comet in Libra, which run 
—- age through the Zodzack, * firſt indeed more 

wly, a While 40 degrees at length 120 degrees 
each oy Anſwerable hereto is that which Zerelzus talks 
of, which in rwo days time run through eight Signs; that 
is two thirds of the Heaven. Now I cannot'belieye 
the preſent Comet, at its ſwifteſt rate, has moved, (I 
mean by its proper motion , which is North- Eaſtward , 
and in a greater circle or very neer it } aboye three degrees 
in 24 hours : and then the proporrion of its motion (as 
co ſwiſtneſs). ro the motion of theſe laſt named, will be 
only as 3.to 120. that isa fortieth 

The Anomaly of Motion is generally obſerved very ex- 


travagant in Comets. Some have ſet out from the North 


and Eaſtward, as that A. D. 48. others have 
ſtraight from Weſt to North, as did that 1582. with'a 
very ſwift motion. One, which Matt. Weſtminſter fecgrds 


ole 
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roſe in the Eaſt , and when it was come near the mid- 44D. 1119 


Heaven run ſtraight back again. And whereas pene- 
rally Comets imitate che mgcion of the Planets (by 
whom ſome will perſuade us they are ated. and 
verned) there have been, which have run h 
Twelve Signes (contra ſeriem) retrograde, as did one, 
of which Hevelins gives the relatzon, in 48 days. 
Bur ſome have taken ſuch wild ies, that 


That of March 8. 1556 run with a ſwift courſe to Spica 
Firginis, thence to the Greater, thence to the Leſſer 
Bear; then back again to Cephew, and ſo to Satars 
then in Aries, and e Eaſter-day it was pot before 
the Sun, and ſeen before his riſing till the end of April. 
One, which took a ſtranger dance than this, may be 
ſeen in Rockenb. Exempl. Camet An. Dom. 1580, the 
relation whereof for ity fake I omit: and fa 


much , ing as it begun, or ſo far 
—_— RE Oftk which have been 
a ny I 
in wW « , of whi 
Epigenes in Seneca reckons all to be (qui ardorem und;- 
que effundunt) which emit light all about, and where- 
of diverſe may be ob in the Table, I ſhall ay 
nothing , being that this of ours bad motion true c- 
nough, and cannot therefore be thought wonderful for 


want of it. 


We are then next to view thoſe, whoſe attendant 
have rendred them formidable. Diſmal are the preten- 
_ the Star-prophets, = Comets appear at the 

tims 


Georgia. 1. 2, 
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time of ſome conſiderable Eclipſe. Thar in the Yeat 
1477 in a very ſhort time had for irs retimue no lefs 
than four Eclipfes ; yet was not at all fo wonderful in 
my opinion as that A. M. 3795, which appeard* with 
the pomp of three Suns. Sometimes they have Earth- 
quakes as well as Eclipſes atrending them , as that 
A. D. $14. at other times Fire falling from Heaven 
and divers fiery Meteors or Impreſſions 'in thape'of 
Spears , Swords , Dragons, &c . of whith'a rttalticude 
mighr be reckoned up, particularly hots in the Years 
I35%, 1523, I543» 1545 » Sc. but I forbear.”” Ours 
we arc fitre has no ſuch dreadftll flare: I have hear 
indeed, that on December 23. hich was rn 0a 
after I ſaw the preſent Comet,” == "Mctcor was 
ſcen ro ſhoor violently from Eaſt ro Weſt abanr fix jn 
the Morning, and to leave behind for neer two rhirds 
of a Quadranit a long crath of light, which laſted heer 
a quarter of an hour. I confefs T1 ſuſpe& alittle this 
duration of its track , but 'otherwiſe conceive the ap- 
pearance” to have been only a copious A—_ or 
true Meteor. For fuch trains or tracks 'of ligh oF 
ſmall continuance) are not unuſual upon the fall of 'the 
body of the exhalation ' The Prince of Poets, who 
does not uſe to fail in his deſcriptions, more than once 
thus repreſents them. 


—Stellas ———— 
Pracipites Cele labi, noftiſq; per wnbras 
Flammarum longos a tergo albefttre trathus. 


When Stars through Heaven ſhoot in ſhade of night, 
They leave behind them glaring ſtreams of light. 


L 
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And again, 
Tum limite ſulcus 
Dat lucem & late circiem loca ſulphure fumant. 


_ Through a vaſt track a lightſome furrow gleams, 
And all the Coaſt about with Sulpbur ſteams. 


This then my old Friend will not ſuffer me to cſteem 
any thing extraordinary. But I muſt contraQ. 


Some Comets have ly altered their ſhape and 
thereby encreaſed terror. That of the year 3609, which 
preceded the conflagration of Diana's Temple at' Ephe- 
Jus, appeartd firſt with a buſhy beard, then turn' Ly 
to'a ing Spear. Ours has been ſtill like it 
__ top - = yr a While, as 'twere-a little 
rou on one fide) ti ages hing by degrees, and 
herein fuffering the common fare of all things, it ſeems 
to be upon its departure. fo 


As to diſtance from us, thoſe I conceive moſt terrible 
which hang in the neighbouring air, I mean which are 
neer us. Indeed theſe rather /eem Comets than' are 
ſuch. I will not therefore deny but ſome of theſe 
have been and may be extraordinary works, or meſ 

of God. And fuch take I that to have been 


ned, 1. 


over Jeruſalem the year before its final deſtruftion in 4. D. 72, w 
the likeneſs of a flaming Sword. Burt I am very well 70- 


aſſured this was far enough from us, and above the 
Moon conſiderably. 


The main point which will ſtick with us is its ex- F 15. 


tent or bulk. Now in making due eſtimate of the ſize 
of Comets, regard (in my judgment) ought m_ 
D 2 


[ 


A Judgement of 
had more to the body than to the train. T find, May 
4- 1543- one to have appear'd, which looked in the 
Heavens bi than a great Milſtone. And A. M. 
3819. a lire before Scipio's taking Carthage, there was 
one for Magni and Globar figure like the Sun. 
Seneca ( y ſays it was no leſs. Bur it any think, 
that for want of later Mathematical improvements 
theſe relations are uncertain, let us hear Fevelis, who 
aſſures us, that by exquiſite inſtruments and rules he 
rook the magnitude of the late Comer, Decems. 1664. 
and found its true. Diameter to be 2560 German miles 
(that is about 7680 of ours) by which computation 
ir muſt have been three times bigger than the Earth, 
and almoſt fix times bigger than. the Moon. I want 
Inſtruments to do as for this: bur as far as I can 
learn from thoſe who have them, or my ſelf. gueſs by 
my naked eye, this is one. of the leaſt that, has bcen 
ſcen, except haply that of 1677. according to the re- 
port of ſome who ſaw it. 

Yer herein, will ſome fay, lies the Prodigy, that 
from ſo ſmall a body ſhould proceed ſo vaſt a train. 
To which I muſt take the liberty to return, that it is 
a great miſtake ro account the luminous tail of Comets 
to be due to the light in, or of their bodies:. and I ſhall 
preſently ſhew , both the light of the. body and 
train ſites from the Sun. Mean-whule, I am only con- 
cern'd to give ſome inſtances which may evince the 
train of this Comet not to be of ſuch unparallel'd 
magnitude as is thought, In-the year of our Lord 400. 
(according to Baroxiuss computation ) before the ir- 
ruption of  Gainas the Goth into the Empire, appear'd 
" a Comet, whoſe tail being downwards, reached from 
the body almoſt ro the earth. Thar of 601 is faid 
to have extended its raics through the far greateſt part 

of 
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of the viſible Heaven. A third in 677 from Eaſt to 


the very ſetting of the Sun. Thar of 1363 (7erribili gochens: 


ſuo ardore & flammd dimidium fere celi occupavit) 1ein- 
ed almoſt rhe whole Hemiſphere with its dreadtul heat 
and flame. The tail of another in F«ve 1456 took up 
rwo whole ſigns of the Zodiack, that is one ſixth of 


the Circle of the whole Heavens. I read in Sexeca of Ner.9s.l. 7. 
one. whoſe train was eſtcemed in appearance as big as * 5: 


' the whole Galaxy. If theſe be not, FHevelins his ac- pjy 


count will be judged accurate, who tells of the trains a. 
of divers, ſome 60, ſome 75, ſome 104 degrees long, N-4* 


Fam well aſſured theſe rwo laſt out of Hevelins, and 


which if twice or thrice exceeding 50 degrees in length, 
at. other times fell nuch ſhort; and (not to mention 
here what great variation the different diſpoſition of 
our ſphere or Medium which we behold 
all ap in.Heaven, cauſes in the meaſures of 
all ſuch appearances.) I conceive the bredth of no part 
of. it was many minutes above two; degrees at any. 
time. Mr. Flamſted is reported art the Obſervatory by 
Greenwich to have adjudged it Dec. 21. (at ſix ot the 
clock, 30 min.) no lefsrhan 70 degrees in length, and 
2 degrees in breadth. Some of my Friends in Dublin 
December 2.3. 7 h. 30 min. took it to þe 7 5 degrees in 
length: & this is the largeſt account I have heard of. 
Ar other times 25 degr. 30, 34, 40, 45, Were its more 
uſual ſize. This only I ſhall add, that on Decemb. 15. 
when it appeared largeſt here, and could not be leſs 
than 60 degrees or upwards , as was plain by tracing 
its train on the Globe . it that very time Mr. Flamſted 
affirms it at London but 5 degrees fo that there is all 
the rcaſon in the World tor that concluſion of _—_ 
that . 
/ 
l 


I 
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that the Tarls £4 Comets, not only to drvers, but to the 
very ſelf ſame obſervers , appear of different fizes, ſome- 
times » ſometimes ; yea even on the\ſame 
ghts : all which muſt be in a great meaſure impur- 
to refraction, and the varying thickneſs or thinneſs 
of the Air or Medium in that place, where we behold 
them. Now things which are thus various,” caſual and 
uncertain , what Man of Judgement will account pro- 
digious? : 


ng then, in all the regards above treated 
have we found extraordinary in this Comet, and 
of all will its duration be found fuch. Irs firſt appear- 
ance here was December 1 3. between Four and Five in 
the Evening, though at Lowdor it was ſeen on the rozh. 
by .reaſon- of -the difference of Air and Weather in a 
great meaſure without doubt. T hear indeed a Comet 
was ſeenat Rome November 18. (of their ſtile I fippoſe) 
in the Morning near Spica Virginis, and at Ghent in 
Flanders the 22. after, about 4 h. 15 min. Morn. diftanr 
from Spica 14 degrees and a half, and from Arfarus 
32 degr. Bur though I will cafily admit that Comet 
to havye'been the ſame with ours, yer ſure it could not 
operate with us (at leaſt not be a Sign or Prodigy to 
us) till it appeared here. I perſiſt therefore to date ir 
here December 13. or thereabouts (for two or three 
days is not material in this regard.) And now I write 
this Fawuary 17. it ſeems to have as good as taken its 
leave: *tis as much as I can do to perceive it with m 
naked Eye. I do verily believe, he would be no falle 
Prophet, who ſhould ſay it will diſappear, as to us, 
under ſix weeks from the time it was firlt ſeen with us. 
Now though it is moſt certain P/zyy was much miſta- 
ken in his reſolving , that the ſhorteſt duration of Co- 
mer 
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mets was Seven days, and the longelt Eighty (Seneca, 
who was.at no conſiderable diſtance from him, allow- 
ing Six Months t be no extraordinary $erm ; and the 
Table atteſts more} yer.it is evident, thataccordingn 

that ſo faulty account of Plinyes,. aur -preſegt Comer 


obſerves a very {brict mediocrity,.and ſo ncither in-this- 


reſpect is any extraordinary one. 


, M3; ebb Xi - VILIODE GARYATT 
' Nor will Wag ys entertainmuch 
more wonder either at Comets abies, or at any 
of. them accidenss, .\thatz bg does. .at other natural 
occurrences, if he  will;pleaſe: to; lay alide that ac- 


count, of -the- As pe nce- af) Comets, 
which ſeems only-devifed ty, 4 contrary tothe 


ſenſe of the Antients,' and of the be! 


then had been) on purpoſe (as far; as I can jroapien) 
& there- 


to amuſe the World. Not;coareraing,our fc] 

fore for that Hypothaly.of bis , kethus. hearken to-a 
more caſic one , and ſuppoſe + Firſt, That. there axe 
many more Stars-in Heavea than we cither ſee or can: 
find on Record ; and indeed , that: many of them are 
not ordinarily viſible', as. well by reaſon of the weak- 
nels or dimneſs of-,their own light, 2s alſo for..thar 
they are very commonly -neer the Jun nnd as it were 
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abſorpt in his light, and laſtly, becauſe yerhaps,theis Ac- ... 


ceſſes to us are more rare. This fyppaſition , as. far 
as it concerns Comets, (the matter in-hand }. js not 


new, but was the Doctrine of many Antients.;; Swwt 1; /upre. 


qui hec ſydera rpetua eſſe eredunt , ſubg; anbith #=e ; 
fed non nif vali a ſole cerni, ſaith Pliny. Some con- 
cerve theſe Stars , which we call Comets , to-be perpetual 
ones , and to move in their own, proper courſe; but not be- 


coming viſible , ſave when at due removals from the Sun.. 


And Seneca names Artemidorus , as being, amongſt 


/ others. 


adv, Carden. 
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Naz.9s.1.7, others, a ſkrong afſſertor of this opinion. But Servius 
&13- - avouches the Stoicks more at large for it, and tells us, 
Ad Encid 10 they teckon up above Thirty of theſe Stars, 'all whoſe 

Names and Effefts one AvZienus fung in Iambicks : a 
De Rer. varie- ſad ditty therefore we muſt imagin it was. Cardarx 
967. [4b.1.c.1. with a little alteration, and many other Moderns have 

taken it up. But if in the general ir ſhould be denied, 

Galilzus his Syderius Nuncius, and dayly experience by 
Teleſcopes are uncontrollable proofs of ir. 

Secondly let theſe uſuall latent Stars be ſuppoſed 
neither opake bodies, (as the Moon is thought,) nor 
dog ny om of ſtrong and glorious light, 
of a ſlighter, thinner, yer pellucid frame, apt to re- 
ceive and refle&t light, and yer to tranſmit it refrated 
through their bodies. This Fepler aſfures us he plainly 
ſaw by the help of his Optick Glaſſes. 

, if any imagin the Zther, or fine Air of the 

'Celeftial Orbs the Moon, to be too thin a Me- 
dm for refrated raics to appear inviſible ro us, ler it 
_ the ſeveral Stars ppp have each 
ve Atmoſpheres ( in compaſs of 
the Es there's room enough withour rs 
them) and in thoſe Atmoſpheres raics tranſmitted 
TINS from the Sunmay be caſily conceiy- 

De ſwbtilit. ad ed vi Scaliger tells us of an artificial repreſenting 
the Tayl of a Comet by a Globe of Glaſs. Suppoſe it 
hot ones er a light, thar the SpeCtators beholding 
it 4 convenient ſtation , the raies of the light 
ſhould appear darred into a dark room as it were em- 
bodied, what more like the Tayl of a Comet? This 


Prefas. in 


Anerca. 79. 


Experiment ſome preſent Yirtzof have improved by fill- 
ing the Glaſs-Ball with Water, and ſo making the ap- 
pearance ſtronger. 


Thete 
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Theſe things thus ſuppoſed (and becauſe each has 
its. evidence I _ to be granted) I fay if at 
any time ſuch obſcure and thinStars, as deſcribed, come 
forth into a meet Poſition to the Sun, they ſhall thence 
receive and refle&t ſo much light as to make them viſt. 
ble ; and the Solar raies, ing through their Bodies, 
ſhall make a Tail ( viſible by reaſon of and ) in their 
Atmoſphere oppoſite to the Sun; that-is a Comer, and 
ſuch an one as we now behold, is naturally produced. 


I concern not my ſelf. rouching rhe centers of theſe 
Stars Orbes, where to be aſſigned, nor touching the 
Nature and Laws of their motion. *'Tis. enough to 
my purpoſe that they , as all the Planets , have their 
proper courſe and periodical revolution; and then if 
they keep and accompliſh this, not only Comets may 
be naturally , bur except Nature alter its courſe; Co- 
mets muſt be.  -Nor am I moyed at all with Riccrolag's 
aſſertion , that from the-Y car. 1618, to the Year in 
which he wrote 1650, (z. c.) for 32 Years): no Comer 
at all appcared in Europe : the anſwer is-obvious; none 
was obſcrved, and I have already pgiven'very probable 
reaſons to evince, there happen: many more Comets 
than are ſeen. | : 

This Hypotheſis ſerves as an eaſie ſolution of all Co- 
mets, Whoſe train proceeds as from the Sun: and tho 
it is commonly affirmed by ſome Moderns, that there 
are none \hich caſt a train towards the'Sun, yet I muſt 
confeſs I have read of diverſe ſuch, tho ar firſt with a 
little incredulity. One at hand Þ'! mention. In the 
Year 1211, inthe Month May tor Eighteen days, ap- 


Gy 
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pear'd a Comet with its tail [» Orientem ſolem ebverſa]'c,,mer. 
rurn'd againſt the Riſing Sun, tho I believe far enough Ge. Polon1.7. 


from it. Now as I cannot reject the authority of all 


/ | E thoſe, 
P 


Phil. Tr. N. 2. 
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thoſe, who have recorded fuch relations as theſe to us; 
fo I am no farther preſt hereby, than to ſuppoſe fuch 
Comets (if any there have been) to have appeared ar 
great iiatceioiachs Sim cmben have ſhone only neces 
about the depth of the night, and then'ir is but conclu- 
ding of them (as Cardan does of Comets in general) 
chat the ———_ the incidencics of the raies 
of divers neighbouring P ,. or of other ——_— 
meeting, as it were uniting force, upon fach Cee- 
leſtial body as before ſuppoſed, which body by ſuch re- 
fleced lighr becomes viſible, and may have ſome ſhort 
and faint train produced by the penetrating raics of 
thoſe Stars, as the more ordinary Comets have from 
the Sun. And this may appear more palatable to ſome 
men; for that Monſieur Azext confeſſes, he has teen 
ſome Comets at ſome times much brighter than they 
uſed to be at others, by reaſon ot ſome Stars coming 
into. their vicinity. So that, of all Comets of any ufu- 
al figures'we have an cafie account (which I concieve 
E could without much difficulty to the ſolving 
moſt of the Queſtions I have heard pur touching Co- 
mets, were that my deſign.) And as to thoſe of more 
extrordinary or i ſhapes, I muſt ingenuouſ 
ly acknowledge I ſuſpe&t many of the Relations to 
be in a great part fabulous, and abuſive. Ages, which 
foiſtedin the moſt fantaſtical reports into their Religion, 
might eaſily admit ſome leſs obnoxious into Hiſtory. 
Bur I would. ſtil be underſtood to allow for fome Signes 
in Heaven, which have been called Comets, but were 
the more immediate works of God, and perhaps ap- 
pearances of is at Gods direttion, and for ends 
propoſed to himſelf, of which more anon. 


In the mean while this we have, as the ſum of what 
Its 
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has been faid yet, That Comets in general are Ordi- 
nary and Natural emergencies, that they happen much 
oftner perhaps than we hear of, and have no more won- 


der in them / in ſome regards on Are than other 


products of Nature, and particularly that this Comer 
is very far from being an extraordinary one of its kind. 


From what has been thus diſcourſt may appear, how 
yain thoſe pretences are which ſo much aftright, in 


deed wo nh almoſt aſtoniſh many) of the impore- 


and ſignification of Comets, and eſpecially of this. 'Tis 
indeed a general (bur very prefumptive) maxim, ayow- 
ed frequently to be grounded on long'and conſtant ob- 
ſervations, = Comets never appear without dreadful 
conſequents. Not only the Judicious Secretaries of the 
Stars, but Philoſophers and Hiſtorians of all forts arc 
full of theſe ſuggeſtions. Even the great Polititian of 
Florence, as lietle belief as he is faſpeted ro have had 
for Chriſtianity, had a pſerophery of faith for the ef- 


fects of Comets. [# nt ſe res t, experientid certe Machiav.Diſp. 
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compertum habemus, talia figna _ OE_ aliquos | 1.56. 
ſ, 


motus.] However the eaſe fkands, "tis fe experi. 
ence, that ſome great commotions uſually follow ſuch Signes: 
(He might have ſaid, with truth , «ſaally go be- 


fore them, for fo cetainly they do-and' will till the Tem- 


ple of Fanus ſhall be but again, which he full well knew 
was much a rarer occurrence than Comets. ) And from 
hence the Poets, whoſe province it is to magnifie 
whatſoever is thought, or may create, wonder, or effec 
will yield plentiful ſcope for fancy and Invention, have 
highly advanced the Conceit. Nor a Batte} or a Plague, 
no nor the death of a Great Man can be fung , but the 
Heavens muſt look odly in ſome part or other. Dread- 
ful appearances from above muſt uſher ce 

4 E 2 1. 
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Lacan. Phar- 
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Earth. 'Tis below the Dignity or Art of an Heroick 
Poet to omit any imaginable aggravatory of Horror. 


. 


| Crinemque tremend! 
Syderis & terris mutantem regna cometam. | 


Stars arm'd with Bruſh & Dread through Heavens rangs, 
And Comets boding Kings and Kingdoms change. 


And to omit more trite paſſages, 

——-Noz illum navita tuto, 
Non impune vident populi, ſed crine minaci 
Nunciat aut ratibus ventos aut urbibus hoſtes. 


If Comet ſhine by Sea or Land 

Spettators ſtill concerned ſtand: 

With bearded threatings it foreſhows 

To Navies Storms, to Cities Foes. ; 


_ were caſie here ro be copious: Burt let us yr 
imagination like peoplewho have a Religion, which 
thquld place us above the abuſes of Superſtition or 
ſenſeleſs fears, at leaſt who have yet ſome reaſon let, 
which neither prejudice and vulgar prceſumptions have 
mancipated, nor fine fancies bewitched. 


We ſee God, out of his Infinite Wiſdom in the make 
of the Humane Soul, has denied preſcience to Man; 
and undoubtedly for moſt juſt reaſons, and with moſt 
benign deſigns: perhaps as deſtruftive to humane So- 
ciety and al poſlible methods of governing Kingdoms 


or Nations, bur certainly as 1 iſtent with Chriſtian 
Religion, which above all things teacherh us to live by 
Faith, and depend upon his gratious conduct and coun- 
ſel through 


events and concerns. 


In whatſoever eſtate therefore of the Church he has 
thought 
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thought fir ro communicate,” whether to any-publick 
part of the World or:.ro any.particular Pertons - any 
thing furute of Concerament to them; he has&itherſeht 


Prophets ( Men immediately infpired ) to foreſhew:-his 
pleaſure, ' orinſtirured Standing Oracles (ſuch as were 
the Mercy Seat, the Urim and Thummim,:and Ephod 


among the Jews) for ſuch time as he thought them fir, 
that, his Seryants might confulthinrby:themy and when 
they come thereto devoutly andpiouſtydifpofed; if God 
ſaw it for-them, they received plain and catego- 
rical relo{utions (fuchas became Gods gratious Wiſdom) 

of what they ſo enquired. vi 
\ But it is evident enough to all men of ſound minds, 
that Prophets and: Propheſies: long ſince have ceaſed: 
and as to any Oracles ordained by God, they fell mach 
before the Jewiſh State. Both indeed might be neceſſa- 
ry in _ es _— and wn that Oecono- 
my : but now the point of real Chriſtianity 
and which till we nia unto, weare Chriſtians only 
in name; and not in good carneſt) being an intire ſelt- 
reſignation to Gods good Will and Providence, be the 
events what they hall , (to which'tis in a manner ne- 
eethary that-we know not the events before: hand, o- | 
therwiſe the reſignation is;not:ſo intire-and Heroick) 
'tis very improper there ſhould be inthis ſtare of things 
any ſuch Prophetical Proviſfions. We are now to: be. 
hr by rational, not prodigious and as it were com- 
ulfve, Topicks of Faith. Others Examplcs are to be 
our Admonitions: to which purpoſe God has:1eft his 
Church amply provided with Records, able ro make us 
wiſe unto ſalvation, and- has Inſtituted 'an Order of 
men, whole buſineſs it is to inculcate theſe ; -and it we 
will not hear them, neither would-we be gained by.one 
that ſhould come from the dead, much lets wilt the ap- 
| Pearancec 


b 
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pearance of a glaring Meteor (28 Comets are ordina- 
rily eſteemed). cfieFtually reform or bring us to 
tance, As to the grand Futurities, ſuch as rhe di 
tion of the World, the Day of Judgment, the refur- 
rection of the Body, Tc. as far as it is needful for us 
to know them, they om ys gk and as 
to leſſer and more particular ones, belides what has 
been ſaid of reſwning all to God, and being ready for 
whatever comes, we are ,in the management of 
our affairs here, to implore wiſdom from God, to uſe 
our own prudence,. the. advice of fit and able friends 
(Prudentia eſt quedam Divinatio.) In a word, God's 
good Guidance-and Prudential forefight is, in particu- 
lar events, all-rhe Revelation we expect, or which 
becomes the preſcat ſtate. | 


is not blind with prejudice, but muſt acknowledge 
their unlawfulne(s or vanity. And particularly as to 
Aſtrology, I conceive this forbidden to us, chiefly for 
this very reaſon, thar tis: .fo' uncertain and fallacious. 
God was ous in the Prohibition, and would not 
have us in vain. I therefore declare, that I do 
and muſt, till I can ſee ſome ſolid grounds for the prin- 
ciples the Judicialliſts rake up (even for their very 
Scheme of Houles,) look upon Judicial Aſtronomy as 
the impudenteſt, as well as. the eldeſt, cheat in the 
World, of all that pretend to knowledge. 

The ſuggeſtion that either it, or the Doctrine of 
the ſignification of Comets (which is its Siſter, if nor 
rather part of it) is founded, as furely as Medicine, up- 
-0n experience, and long obſervation, is utterly falſe. 

No 
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No more filly, barbarous, precarious Books on carth, 
— oe yen} ry aRderyeny rules of 
Jadgment. I can try, and find by-my own body, that 
Sema, Rhubarb,&c. purge; that Poppres, Opiam, &c. in- 
duce ſleep or Stwpar ; and if I rake them in due 
rity, all my reaſon or will cannot hinder theſe in 
my body : but that ſuch an Aſpett of Satzrn makes 
me dull or heavy ; or Mars inclines me to rage, an- 
| - rx panacea frmwn ys quer ner rigor yaa 

orld to prove. In a word, no principles cam be con- 
ceived more gratuitous and fantaſt; thoſe which 
theſe men proceed upon, being indeed built all upon 
meer imaginations, and the dotings of crazed Brains, 

To be ſhort, it can never, while the World ftands, 
be made out, my a Ire rn 
pretended to Effefts of. particular Configurs- 
tions of the Heavens, or of: Comets , ro. which -my 
diſcourſe rather confines-me, (though they, who: write 


of Comets, tell'us alſo their influences ac; various; ac- ;, p,,. i 
cording. to the Signs they in, or according to-the ar. 1.14.c.70. 


nature and Dominion of thoſe Stars, whoſe. fignature 
they bear; ) I ſay it can nevyer.be made. our,” that 
thete have any more connexion with 'them;: than thar 
of Accidental Synchroniſm, and ſometimes not that 
neither. Perhaps both have been in ſome places coin- 
cident in time : it cannot be proved they are generally 
and ly ſo. The Learned Sca/iger putting: the 

ion inthis caſe, in his Exercitations- agai 


Car- Exercit. 


dan, whether Comets were ſigns or cauſes of futures > 7% 5*- 


reſolves (bluntly, but honeſtly) They are neither. Bur 
not to depend on Authorities to make this out, we 
will reduce the pretended fignificancy of Comets to its 


proper principles and cauſes. - 
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If Comets at all prenote future Events, they muſt do 
it either in ordinary courſe of Nature and Efficiency, 
or by Divine Inſtitution. I ſee-not what third ground 
of their-fipnificancy can be aſſigned : - except haply 
ſome ſhould ſay, tis by fortune,and then I think a throw 
at Dice were as wiſe an Oracle. * 

-As to any-prophetick virtue of Comets deriveable 
from Natute ,\-I think' no more needs to be ſaid , than 
to-repreſent the ſte ot the Caſe, as the'moſt Leatned 
and Rational Aſſertot, that I believe it ever had, drew 
itup. Hear therefore that preat Scholar Ferome Carday, 
whom Scaliger thought to be. as neer the higheſt pitch 
of Learning as any man. oo To..if1 

Cum ergo videtur, tenuem-effe aerem in modice neceſſe 
eſt; Gc. Whenever a Comet is ſeen the Air muſt needs be 
extremely thin, wherefore all the adjunits and tonſequents 
of the Airs being thin muſt then combine and begin to ope- 
rate. Firſt of all therefore are generated Winels : for Wa- 
ter eafily moves, becauſe 'tis thinner than Earth, 'and 
Earth moves not becauſe tis groſſer; and Air mives more 
than Water, 'becauſe 'tis thinner than Water; and in Air 
thoſe parts that are thinneſt, and in that conſtitution when 
they are thinneſt move moſt. | 

Behold now. an account of the firſt natural effe&t- of 
Comets! And what ſhall we have next ? Verily from 
extraordinary Winds I ſhould have expetted Shipwrack 
and ſo Breaking of Merchants, and decay of Trade as 
the conſequents thereof; or elſe ſcattering of Navies 
and weakning'of Commonwealths thereby ; or laſtly 
deſolation of ſome Countries ſubject ro Hurricans, &c:; 
Bur if the death of Princes muſt needs follow this effect 
of Winds, I ſhould have thought it would have come 
to paſs by ſudden ruins, becauſe Lofty Palaces are more 
expoſed to Vrlent Guits than Humble Cortages:' yer 
attend 


( 
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attend both this event of the dearth of Princes in ano- 
ther method, and others too. | 

Thence (fays my Author) enſues the death i weak per- 
ſons , who uſe no exerciſe, are t ul and diſtrafted 
with many cares, who feed finely and on delicate meats, 


who indulge Venerial pleaſures, and who are eafily ſick, and 


who incline to old age or ſleep little. 

Why then one would imagine firſt, that young Mar- 
tial Princes were ſecure from the effe&ts of Comets (for 
this character of ſoftneſs, age, &c. agrees not to them) 
and ſecondly that all Princes were fafe enough from 
Violent ends, as far as ted by Cemets, for ac- 
cording to this doQtrine the Ends of Princes, which Co- 
mets , muſt be in natural courſe and by Diſcaſes. 
Burt whoſoever ſhall examine our uſual Cometographers, 
will find this to have been the effect of ſuch and ſuch a 
Comet , that this Great General was ſlain in a Battel, 
another Prince killed at home by Treachery,Poiſon,Gc. 
Yet no ſuch thing is the effect of effeminacy or weak 
conſtitution. Burt our Author proceeds, as if Princes 
ends prefaged by Comets had no connexion or depen- 
dence .on other accidents. 

Becauſe therefore (ſaith he) moſt Princes are ſo [In 


Ttaly we'l ſuppole] it moſt commonly happens, that ſome of 


them dye ſoon upon the appearance of Comets, Then follows 
uſually a great Droughth, becauſe the Air being thin, can- 
wot retain thoſe vapours, of which Kain is generated; and 
befides the aforementioned Winds dry much. Fence comes 
Dearth for want of Rain, and then a Plague or Peſtilexce, 
either by reaſon of the Droughth [wel imagine too (to 
help out) becauſe of rhe Dearth, tor that then the com- 
mon people muſt needs feed very foully whence cor- 
rupt — muſt enſue, &c.] or becauſe it falls into a 


Country much depopulated. For when Princes, or a great 
F 
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ma , people take notice of it, (im the one for their 
== | Lora for the multitude) and —_ call 
it a Plague; whereas at the death of a few they are re. 
gardleſs :: yet for the reaſons above touched,” (- ſaies ' he ) 
it muſt needs come to paſs ( yea if there were no Plague) 
that many ſuch perſons, az we have ſpoken of, deceaſe. - Far- 
ther, from hence it comes to paſs that Seditions and Wars 
ariſe, the Fiumours being changed into Choler , by reaſon 
of the thinneſs of the Air : for whatever is thin is alſo dry. 

Riſum teneatis Amici? I ſhould rather have 
Seditions, Combuſtions, Slaughters, Maſkcres, Ge. 
from the death and change of Princes, than from the 
droughth of the ſeaſon. | 

In the end ſometimes follow alſo mmoderate Rains, be- 

cauſe the thinneſs of the Air begets many S__ on the 

farface of the Earth : and as the Air grows thicker, when 
now many days they have been gathering together , they 
are carried up and become dreadful Chude and Shours, 
And then the danger of the Comet ceaſes, becauſe the Air 
is returned to its former nature. 

This is all that this great Wit, after all his learning, 
was able to ſay for Comets being a Natural Sign: and 
the Web he has fo curiouſly wove, is fo thin, thar it 
will not hold handling, much leſs need we further un- 
ravel it: Though it be very obvious to return hereto , 
what Scaliger has demonſtrated, and what the Natural 
Hiſtory of Comets ordinarily evinces, that neither are 
all Comets generated by or with droughth, nor do they 
induce or portend it. And ſo much Cardan well knew, 
(rhough haply he attended nor to it) for he preſently 
ſubjoins Comets, which take their being from the raies of 
Venus, bring great Rains, namely as x 24 next and pro- 
pereſt, not remoteſt cffe&ts. Bur even this conceit of 
ſome Comets being rainy , will be contuted P_ 

when 
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when we come to ſee the uncertainty of the matter of 
{aQ, that any of theſc effets have uſually attended Co- 
mets, which could not be, were they Natural Signes: for 
whatſoeveris natural is conſtanr, at leaſt generally cer- 


ran. 

... Comets then baving thus no natural ſignificancy, as 
pretended, what they may admit by Divine appoint- 
meat we are-as yet to enquire immediately of God a- 
lene: for-in\his Word not one title to be found hereof, 
bur rather the flat contrary. The Holy Ghoſt cannot 
well be more expreſs in any thing, than it is to this pur- 
poſe Ferem. x. 2.. Thus faith the Lord, learn not the way 
of the Heathen, and be not diſmayed at the Signes of the 
Heavens, for the Feathen are diſmayed at them: For 
the Cuftoms .{rypn the Precepts or Inſtitutes, whether 
thoſe rules they have delivercd to prognoſticate by, or 
the Pro icationsGr Poſitivities themſelves] are Vain; 


and-'ir follows, they only lead to Superſtition or the fear 
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of Falſe Gods and Idolatry. For though Pliny tells us ng = **- 


Comer was ever worſhipped in any part of the World, 
fave one.in a Temple at Rome by Avgy/tus his Inllitu- 
tion; yet this hinders not, but the oblervation of them 
may be ſubſcrvient to Idolatry , though themſelves are 
not made Idols of, And upon their appearance, what 
recourſe uſed ro be made to the Pulviraria Deorum, to 
Altars, Temples, Shrines and Images of the Gods 
amongſt rhe Heathens, is known tq all men of any 
reading, and would be too tedious a digreſſion tor me 
to engage into. Nay even amongſt ſome Chriſtians, 
what filly practices their ( >u4«ut: ) truly Heatheniſh 
becauſe ſuperſtitious fear has put them upon, what 
Charms, Aumlers, Taliſmanical Puppets, which arc all 
of them but old Diabolical Chears (however juſtified 
by ſome Men, whoſe Curioſities have infatuated them) 

F 2 it 
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it is. a ſhame to Chriſtianity to ſet forth. 

What can be faid againſt the cloſeneſs and force of 
the above cited Text I am not able to imagin, except 
any ſhould deny that by Signes there we are to under- 
ſtand ſuch Apparitions, as are uſually called Meteors, 
or any Aiery Prodigies, and interpret it only”of the 
Signes of the Zodiack or of conſtant Conſtellations. 
On the contrary, the ſecond time that the word is uſed 
in Scripture, 'tis applied to a Metcor, Geze/. ix. 12. and 
it cannot be made out that it ever _ in Scripture 
a Conſtellation; but that it does fignifie Prodigious 
Signes the following places may evince, viz. Exod. iv.g. 
Nun. xiv. 11. Det. iv. 34. and again, Chap xxvi, 
8, Sc. \ 

Touching what may be objected from the Signes in 
tbe Heavens forctold by our Lord to precede x 4 De- 
ſtruftion of Feruſalem, I ſhall preſently conſider. Mean 
while if any pretend God has appointed the ſeveralCo- 
mets which appear for ſo many preſages of his intended 
and inſtant Works, ſuch Perſons ought not only to 
ſhew us where God has expreſt this his appointment, 
but alſo what Rules he has given in Scripture. for find- 
ing out the meaning of theſe Signes ;; What they im- 
port, good or bad? When this, or that, to befal> And 
to whom? No one can know Gods mind (that is his 
meaning by theſe Signes) except he will diſcover it; 
Diſcovery of it he has given noze , nor any Rules by 
which we may make ſuch diſcovery; His Mind ſtill, , | 
notwithſtanding the pretended fignification of it by 
theſe Signes, remains ſecret : ſo that in time, when we 
can find out the ſecrer Will of God, we may underſtand 
the meaning of theſe Signes. Now would any wiſc 
man in the world ever appoint ſuch a Sign, which 
ſhould indeed ſignific ſomething , but What that, to 

Whom, 
( 
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Whom, Where the Event ſhould fall;;W/hes,” How' of | 
Why, it were utterly impoſſible for any one tookniow', | 
but himſelf, till he would/ rell them. 'This-is to'makethe | 
moſt Holy, Wiſe and Gratious God to call the world, | 
or nations and people to Repentance by Oracles , like {| 
thoſe of the Devil of Delphost©'s0i, $31 #204, ind couerrr”| | | 
and neither te ws his mind nor conceal it, but hint 
ſomewhat that no body knows what to make of. 
 -» In fumy, if they cannot tell us ſome way to determin 
the ſignification of Comets, it were as good to fay in- 
gemuouſly, they foreſhew nothing at all : for he'tells me 
nothing in effe&t,that tells me nothing certain or deter: 
minate. - This will be plain by inſtance. A Comerhas 
appear'd, ſays ſome protound Sage (from long Obſervati- 
| on we muſt ſuppoſe, )ſome ſtrange new Event will ſhort- 
| ly come to paſs. Where, ſay [? Thereto he gravely an- 
| ſwers, he cannot tell preciſely, but it will be in England, 
Scotland or Ireland,or in France,Spain,Germany, Italy,&c. 
or in Peru, Guiana, ot ſome- of thoſe patts of America, 
neer which the Comet has paſt vertically. Verygood: 
| but will that Event be New inkind,or only in Number? 
Will it be an Event of fuch nature the hke to which 
never fell before ? Scarce that; for thus 7here is nothing 
wew under the Sun : Events like tlie world only circu- 
late. But it will be one Event, which onc was not be- 
fore: that is, the World's not quite at an end 'yet in 
theſe parts; thereis ſomething Future. A pretry'kind 
of Prediction indeed ! and, as ſaid, im Effect nothing, 


Bur ſurely, will ſome urge, there is ſome” way of $ 24+ 
þ coming neerer the mark than this. Yes, we' try what 

can be done by force of Art and Obſervation, and ſee, 
if upon examination of the ſcyeral imports of Comets 
we can pain better fatisfaftion. To this purpoſe ler us 


collect 
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-ealle& in the firſt place as full a 7ab/e of their Efedts 
ag We Can ; ang if they be not {ome of them as contra- 
ry one to anather; as: ah be well affigned, I am much 


en, ' 


Same Comets then are ſaid to have produced ( or 
portended, far all is now 'one to me ) 
x. High and durable Winds|r. Marvellous and lon 
Tempelts. Calms. | 
2. Great Droughts. 2. Great Rains and Inun- 
| | dations. . ' 
3. Violent and ſcalding heats.| 3. Long Colds, and hard 
Winters, great Snows, 
ng, & My ——_ 
U nable Weather. Early Springs and 
4: - Y prings good 
5. Great Dearths. [5. Marvellous plenty. 
6, Deaths of Princes, or of| 6. Birth and Succeſſion of 
other Great men. new ones. 


Pers. | 
8. Generationof various Mon- 


ſters of men, beaſts, &c. 
9. Mulrtitudes of ſtrange In- 
ſects, and of Rayecnous 


beaſts. 
10. Earthquakes, and ſtrange 
eruptions of Fire , as at 
Etna, Tc. 
11. Devaſtation: of great Ci- 
ties, or burning of them. | 
12. Seditions, Treaſons, Wars 


and great ſlaughter. 


{ | 


T3. Sub- 
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13. Subverſion of Empires, |x 3. Strange . riſe of New 
and change ' of —_ Empires. - | 
ment, Laws and Libertics. 

14. Alterations in Religion. 

x5. Diverſe ſtrange Prodigies, 
raining of Blood, Fire fall- 
ing down from Heaven, 
Parelii, &c. 


Laſtly, ſuppoſe to thoſe publick Calamiries, 7, 8, g»- 
@c, to which no con is put .in the oppoſite 
Colume, I ſhould oppoſe the more propitivus influea- 
ces ſome Comets arg reputed tochave;had,.as that-be- 
fore mentioned in Ag, ws time, that. in the bag 
ning of Nero's Reign, which Sexeca faith rook off the 
I iny from Comets, and another about the time of 

ithridates's birth, &c.. this yet would conſiderably 
add to the Variety. And verily this ought x0 be ar: 
tended unto , tor that according to the padpment of 
thoſe very ,men. who contend moſt for the influence 
(and fo the ſignificancy) of Comets, all Comets arede- 
termined or diverſified as to their effeQts bythe virtue 
of thoſe Planets under whoſe Dominion they exiſt. 


Therefore, as has been ar by ſundry judicious: 


men, all Jovial or Penerial Comets ſhould be good na- 


tured and auſpicious, for ſuch (torſooth) are the Planets. 


that influence them. And as to matter of fa&t, Gemma 
Frifius , a great Mathematician, is reported to have 
_— with great exa&neſs., a-Catalogue of as ma- 
ny good effefts, that have followed upon Comets as 
of evil ones: nor can it be conceived otherwiſe for 
theſe two reaſons. Firſt, ior thar if we take a juſt ac- 
count, Gods Mercies are not lels, / perhaps more) nu« 


merous than his Judgments: art. leaſt he has (like ſome 


old 
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old Mofaick Works , which way ſfoever you look on 
them) checquer'd the proceedings of his Providence; 
ſo thatas the old Tragediav ines 


O'vn «» yiroire eghc Lofne __ x3, 
 OAR) Ig wie pitic wr ine nanre* 


Evills and Goods never aſunder ſtood, 
'Tis a kind temper of both we call Good. 


And again thoſe very events, which are ſome mens miſ: 
chiefs, are others goods, and perhaps more eminently 
he erp fo, ' Thus the Comer, of which ſome in- 
Larther's preaching againſt Indul- 
—_ the F Reformation conſequent, beſpoke evil it 
may Ste to his Holineſſes Kitchin' (though thoſe, who 
come from abroad 'do nor ſpeak great things of his Ho- 
ſpitality) bur if fo, it was certainly as the dawning of a 
Bleſſed and Salvifick Light to the Weſtern parts of 
—_—_— It muſt therefore be admitted, thar 
ting the pretended efficacy or ſignificancy of Co- 
ey are as often of wholeſome as malign in- 
rw Ye 
Whereſore to bring all to a cloſe iſſue. We have al- 
ready three or four and m_ general heads of the 
ſignifications affixt ro Comets moſt contrary one 
tothe other. Now for their aftual operating by any 
one of theſe, our Comet-Diviners will not oblige their 
PrediQions to ſuch a ftri& period of time as a year or 
two; bur tell us, that of all Portents, Comets operate 
the ſloweſt; ſo rhar, if you'l belieye them, the cffets 
of a Comet may fall ren or a dozen years after the Co- 
mets diſappearance. Nor will they confine theſe effects 
eo any particular perſons, or places; Comets may ope- 
rate where-eyer they are ſeen, and this is uſually half rl 
Wor 
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World over. hearts pow me bole mp 
yory ſornetimes each three, four, \ppari 


— 7h oak Heidi places of tho 
ms Dorlama apy nk or four in one 


Tab > dnrintey one with another /according to the 


accounts which we have of years, within our own me- 
-mory, there is ſeldom if/ ever five years withour one) 
.andthen-at what a wild rate muſt Comets predi&t, if 
NIE ny thing ; Laſtly, conſider the nature 

ei ein 

I O , at ſo ſure to 

I ſomewhere or other within ſuch compaſs of 
time: lace, as demanded for the Sphere of Attivity ' 
in this caſe, and may not any man alive, without 
to Comets, forcrel ſome of rheſe will ſurely 
within ſuch limirs befall > Was there ever Lottery in 
which the Undertakers deſired a Tenth part of ſo many 
Blanks to ſecure themſelyes? 

| Firſt, Upon the Variety of Effet we have art leaſt 
three and tw Chances of general Heads, moſt of 
which be fubdivided and branched our. | 


::iSvcondly, The compaſs Toa SP 
( 


aol hr fre) berg wa 
ws rage mos nv 


we fox a fork part of the World) Linirbly 


CO 

frequency of Comers yet inhances the 
Bs jr Sr rg fay 1 , of ſome ot theſc 
lucky or unlucky hirs; "and either of them according, 
to the Liberty of Prop demanded, tarde 
rifie the Prediction, art leaſt che H 
| , When we throw'into the db uncer- 
rainty/of Humane Afﬀairs, of Winds and Weathers, the 
mcalieymocaley'el all Individuals here below, and fo 
the Changes of Governments, the Reyolutions of _ 

G 


/ 


# 
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the Mortality of Familics, Cities, Empires as wellas Men, 

ve = ble ney m— — 

' , it is ſcarce wit a an 

C_ take upon him to foretel any thing oY 

even without Comets, prove a Falſe Pr 

en in this al ample, winch lay rey orig 
in this Y W y ch 

tor Comets ſignificancy, I apptal to fa hey ng 

To take the \triteſt Rule + 

and to make tha ſtricter too than #8 ATHT Ry 

will be content to admit, 


Fl k a Comet may operate , to- 
which = asbeen Vertical, pan any Country, 


paſſed viible; and that within a year or two ob its firſt 
appearance. |-I :fear our Aſtrologers will be loth to be 
ever thus confined; 'but I deſire no greater advantage 
to thew the.,crptinels and redxculous nog 
their pretenſions. 03 
' I'fay thes in partieudar,. TheEnhorus Conde of x618 
was ſueceſiiyely vertical over Arabia, Pertia, Turky; Bars 
bary, China, Spain, France, [taly, Germany, Poland, Muff 
nancy ne 0g ' There's none of rheſe burhas 
and: fubordinatr® Goverainents or 
Doninions under them. Yraly, which is certainly the 
in-extcnt;-bas in' it the Kingdom of Naples, the 
apacy , the) Republick of Yexice, (where yet there's a 
Duke; tht Dukedoms of Harerce, Millain, Mantua, Ur- 
bine,) the Pringpality of Parma, and the States of Genoa 
and of Luca, ten conſiderable Prigcipalities Make bur 
the like number of ſabdiviſionsfor exery of the reſt, and 
the number of Princpalities will bex 10. And to which 
of all thee eaſt that Comet haverportended anything, 
deli es ſuppoſe a man ſhould. pablih co the Work 
Fe mg venture to: this + Of x20 Princes 
there ny ets within Arabia, Perfia, Turky, 
Barbary, 


\ 
% 
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Barbary, China, and fo in Exrope) within,this year or 
two one ſhall die, and a new bj) winds your ce 
a2ed4 or within this tratt of the Earth ſome Epidemick 
Sekneſs and preat Mortality ſhall break our : Or ſome 
of theſe 110 Governments as to its form ſhall be alrer- 
ed, ſome of theſe Princes ſhall invade one anothers Ter- 
ritories, and there ſhall be one or more dreadful Battles 
and much Blood fpilt, Cities ſackt, or otherwiſe caſually 
burnt.fan hundred more accidents may be reckoned 
and any one of-them cnough to be cx poſt fatto, 
Y #, according 


reputed the effe&t of a to the uſual 
proceedure in this doctrine.) Muſt not-fuch Perſons ne- 
ceſerily ſpeak. truth; unle(s thie: Great: God of Heaven, 
en: purpoſe; to croſs the Prediftion, ſhould aker the 
courſe pf. Nature. . | | 

Again, 'Tis evident by the Table of Comets not only 


that tzwo, or three,.or four Comets have appeared ſome | 


tines if one. year, but that for diverſe years togerher, 
ſtill/ane 'in-cach year." AS 1537, 1538, 1539, in cach 
ane. lathe: yearst 543,44-45-likewiſe ſoin 15 56;57,58. 
More than fo A. D. x40, 1401, 2, 3, four years fucceſ 
fively, one: 4.D..1529, and-fo forwards: for five years 
together each one. Now let any man conſult Hiſtories, 
and what fhall.he find more extraordinary about theſe 
times;than about others> In-the fifteenth Century were 
forty —_ en the _ to what 
ve tallen in ex Century. What ire 
riſen < fallen. fone iſe dayor— NDS 
Once. mare, From 1618 to-r652, no Comet can we 
find any where, none appeared in all Exrope faith Ricet- 
olus, and then ſure none in theſe three Kingdoms : yer 
good God! What Revolutions within thoſe years? For 
the aumber of ;ycars, can all our Cluonicles> parallel 
them 2 Eſpecially the Twenty laſt of rhemy; 'in which 
term notwithſtanding no Comets operation could inter: 
G 2 pole, 
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poſe; for-that there had none appeared for about four 


teen: years | 
Behold chen the certainty of Comets portending fu- 
rure Calamities, to which ſo much Experience, Hiſtory, 
and Philoſophy in all is alledged ro-ſuffragate: 
There are certair-publick Evils, Changes, or Victlitudes, 
which within a few years (one or two perhaps) will ſure, 
ly befal ſomewhere or other, as all mankind knows; a 
Comer appears, which of theſe Evils or Alterations, 
where, or at what particular time ſhall befall, we cannoe 
from this Comer tell before the Event diſcovers: but 
ſome, ſomewhere, and within a few years, we are fure 
by the Comet will befall. And when' any fuch thing 
is-fallen-out, then we can ſay (that is imagin, and after> 
wards affirm without reaſon) this is the etof the Co- 
met. ' As Spondanus very ſoberly, touching the famous 
Cometin 1618. Quid portenderit, tempori demonſtrarunt 
demonſtrabimntg; cum non niſi ex eventibus de hu rebus juds- 
cetxr. Admirable Signes and Monitories indeed ! which 
can-never be underſtood till the miſchief has taken et- 
feft, that is, till ir. is.roo late to avoid it. | | 
b know but one Plea:more which either is or can be 
made for the berter aſcertaining the Significations of Co- 
mets; and that I'do-not think worttthe labour to ex- 
poſe, it ſufficiently expoſing it ſelf. Irs Authors have 
_— ro _— _—_— _ All POOR g, 
fay they, eth ſome Viſible Signe, either by Let: 
rers, CE an or by Hicrogliphicks, or laſt- 
ly by Signes. Letters are as known as Alphabets. Hie- 
yphicksdo repreſent things obſcurely; as for Exam: 
ple, a Battel by aSword: bur Signes clearly and plainly; 
as namely one Barrel by another or by. its plain Picture. 
Now the figures of Comets, fay they, are Myſtical Cha- 
raters or as it were Hieroglyphicks, by which we may 
be able to read by Analogy what evil or good — 
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ſhall befal us. Divers Rules to this' purpoſe: have. been 
deviſed by theſe Coſwocriticks (as they delight to be cak 
ted) the infnuating of ſew-whereof will faffice any.rea- 


ſonable. man; aad farisfie him touching all: y dare Cornel. Gemma 


es [lp De nat. Drum. 


(fy they) appear in likeneſs.of a Pyramid, it: 


, 02 | | charaZt. |. 1. 
mis pradominia, &. ex. Analogia tyrannidem in R BI .. 6. <& Gaffa- 
the —_ of Fire, for Flame aſcends in a Pyramid; re. 47-4 | 
(Yer theſe Comets in England, before the dreadfulleſd 


Fie 'cver ſeen there, were neither of them Pyramidical) 
and | by Analogie 'Tyranuy in the Commonwealth: for that 
wet ape is as mercileſs as Fire. But whetherits proper 
or ical ſignification.ſhall rake cfte&, or when or 
where cither, thavwe are yet to ſeek. Apainy, 4 Comet in 
the figure of a Pillar denotes the conſtancy of fame Prince,or 
ſome Great Saint or of ſome People or. Nation.) One waved or- 
diſſipated in the form of Waters, fignifies Seditions in the 
People according to the wiſion of the Prophet, Aque mults 
popali multi. If in the figure of a Sword, it portends Was 
and Bloodſhed. if round andclear, the Birth of ſome Great 
Prince, &c. 1ſtill demand what-can be more uncertain 
and fantaſtical than this ſtuff 2. For my. own part ſhall 
never envy Cornelius Gemma the honour- which he at 
ſumes to himſelf, of. being the Inventer of rlus famous 
Coſmocritical Art : but conclude ,upon the:whole,. 
If:cheſe and the. other aforementioned are all the cer 
tainties We are to expect from Comets, as indeed-they 
are, and yet Comets muſt be held Signes of things ſuture 
and inſtant, then Firſt, they are at beſt moſt. frivilaus 
Signes, for. they ſorcſhew norhing/bur general Þruths, 
which were before. known to the Reaſon of Mankind, 
and ſo they needed no Signe nor Prefage thereof. - Ser 
condly they are moſt uſeleſs Signes; for they are fo ams 
biguous, general and boundleſs, that we can no more ga- 
ther beforehand any determinare. Eycnt from them , 
than we can know Gods Secret Will withour his reveal 
ing 


y 


Os: fury. 
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it. Thirdly; they are fa/lations Sigues and moſt dan. 
- to be medle;! wibt: for. it wego about by con- 
xeQurees to. determine: their / generality and interpret 


- then of ſome pariciilar:T hinÞ, Perſon, Time, Place Oc: 


ig\ſo. great-variety as; they; commonly admit, 'rixabove 
ag hundred to.one but we err, aud fuch Errors may be 


 &defpctare-as'choſe of: War, 'we may never have rhe 


—_—_— ex evice.. Laſtly, arc therefore 
Rediculons Signes; : as being before the Event, boati 
nceedlek, wiltleſs, and falacuus,andatter the Eventmuch 
ware ſuch, and moſtfantaſtical beſides. We indeed have 
interpretad ( that is fanficd) this or that to be the Erene 
of thera, bur take away tunſic, andit can never be prove 
ed they ſignified, whar we imagine. Aory Conrers (faith 
the Learned Scaliger.;. have Z /rved toſee, which brought 
wo miſchief at all to Mortals any where' in Europe : ayd 
many Famous Men have died, many Prixcipalities been 
euinid, -_ Families extinit without any Comet to 
e ſo 7 " . ' ' ; i \ \ + 

0h 4 hewwho'has no more reverence for the Wiſdom, 
Grace, Veracity and Holincſsof God; than to think; fuch 
ſigns of theſe are or were of his Intendmenr, that he 
would: be the Author-of whar is frivolous ant needteſs, 
uſeleſs and-uncertain, fallacious and dahgerous, redicy- 
tous and fantaſtical, 'much more'thar he ſhould deſign 
and employ things of this nature for our Admonitions 
and ſummoning to Repentance, he, I ſay, who ſhall think 
this, deſerves.to be given up to believe a Lye, Burt hope 
no good Chriſtian will believe him, or be of his mind. 
I conclude therefore, Comets have no ſignificancy either 
Natural or by Divine appointment, and the , in 
fine, none at all. 

As to the reputed Comet, which appeared in form of 
a flaming Sword over Jeruſalem, I deny that to have 
been an ordinary. Comet : it had not the motion of a 


Come, 
X 


. 
_ — eee cnet mas. mc. 
. 


. 
OT OE en me . 
. 
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Comet, for- it ſtood! ſtill over the. City for the whole 
CA 
ot.the Air, being cloſely'vertical to and 
notirenin other Countries; norcin welearmit had the 
parts of a Comet, an Head and Train 2 but it was anex- 
waordinary ſign. ſet by God inthe Air (whether by ſome 
ſo appeatingas of old at the entrance of Paradiſe, 

or tome pretcrnatural-fire enkintlled. and 
maintaincd 'there,,. br otherwiſe) and its 
time, place of effect, Tc: was wholly before foe? 


aficd, as will appear to any, who' will read and conſitler 


Lake xxi 9,10,42;12; the:Qrder of Events,: which ſigns 
ſhoukdtorcyo the Deſtruthionof Faigyalem andthe Tem- 
ple, was this :: Before: PITT wa, > 02. thav is) firſt 
of all. the be,perſkaned, imprifbncds. 
eonven'd,&c. CG heas. of pony na 
em the" exd wet fin by ad: :V: g:::Alterwards 
Prftil pwr ennd angry fearful febe plc Famer on 
exces =: s t 
thore bo ran Hearn. vir. And they-whothall srad! 
the Hiſtorian, who rclates whar beick (by: way of: ful-; 
filing this Predittivg) a tharthizofirhe flaouog 
Sword' (xeputed a'Coamet):was bur bne of thade tran) 


fights or gicat figns. There appeared beforccthe Dees 


Fran Chariots , and armed Bands in apraye 
Clonels. and excompaſimng the City.vwltteompliance with . 
whick we read; v.20. When ye fadfb ſee Jeruſalem cov: 


paſſed with Armies, 'they know that the Deſolation of it # 


nigh. Then let them which are iz fudea fice into the mun- 
tains, &c. The City was-twice-encampaticd with Ar- 
mies, firſt'in the Repreſentation in the Sky,.then- in re- 
any, when bees by the Reman Armjes.. Ot all the 
ſeven Prodigies be reckons up, rhere arc only; theſe-ewo, 


mentioned, which can be accounted; +» Myo.z-bapdaice! | 


dane purynre Terrours and great Signs from Heaven; and 
more- 


—— 
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more than one ſuch i 
Propheſy.:Sothat m 
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there ought to be toverify the 
tis plain tharall, who then in 


Feruſalem knew of and” believed our Lords Predidtions 


of the Signs, 


which ſhould forego the ſacking and final 


overthrow of the City and Temple, underſtood full well 
wg OI = that it was nigh even at the 
door. nothing to do with the ſig- 


tend it 


ordinary Comets: bur if ſtill any will pre- 
ny er then ſhew us the like Scripture 


determining thus the tion of ther. - 


Having diſcourſed't 


y the Vanity of che 


nero erm ue general ſuch Oftenes, 


— 
leſt this ſhould be thoughr 


Geaaly nfvenal 13 manner who y un- 
any: preſent Comer. If 
neither can this. But 
y ſome timid Spirits, almoſt 
as rep over x Jeruſalem ( Tm T have, 


25 far as concerned the firſt Head, amply obviated this 


ſurmiſe already)Þſhall in a word or two, cumu-. 
lative darisfaCtion,: produce thoſe very Rules, by which 


our ſobereſt and moſt learned FR _ 


[mand ma pore rep Fares «prac 


plied to this, 
fal the ſhape of 


it threatens. 


a plain Diagram 


the Sun, 


To 


and Fiery (asby the Table it-appears the moſt of thoſe, . 


batidty.Oc. By bow much the more dread. 
rt u,by Jem much the greater the Evils 


yo. rl; gn g its ſhape and poſition to 
would wes. whe it. But 
with their Rules. The colowr too, if Red 


whoſe complexions we have: account of, haye been) or 


Hlewiſh and inclining to black, may raiſe Fears: far theſe = 


A it as key formidable as any. 


to it, no Comet ' 
prroomm rms ater 7a rape and 
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or which are of vaſt great bodies are more dangerous, and thoſe 


in the day time rather than them in night. All theſe Chara- 


ciently remote fron to haye any influence upon 


' Thhallonly ad ichas never heeh nor Ipeſume will bey6r- 


does Terra Fi hg - 
t geutelt pare ff. Barbary, ncar all whom it paſt vertical- 
ly. Oi all the Temitories object to que Sovereign, it was 
moſt nearly over Tangier, the taking'sf which by the Pgr- 
tugueſe about the. year 1474, Was reckoned as the effect of. 
the Comet ing: NowJuppoſe a man uſing the flile 
of the Star:Prophets ſhould fay Vicw afraid how it wiil fare 
with Tangier,this were a mighty Prediftion; yet who mighr 
not have ſaid as much with great reaſon long ecobgt k&:ote* 
the Comet? Or becaule it was ſeeri at Rune in, the begjii-? 
ning of November, and in Flanders about the middle, if Ro 
wes Cr ne 


ſhou! 


CO 
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ſhou!d fay Rome is threatned by ſome potent Enemy, Flaw- 


ders is in great danger, ro Fools Her wad he mighe rc 


vine by the Comer, bur wherher ever Comet had ſhone or 
no, he might fay theſe things with great reaſon or truth, and 
yer perhaps neither Rome nor Flanders ſuffer. And "tis plain 


fach ſtuff as this is the uſual language of our _ 
rors. But ſtill upon the whole, our ſhare muſt be laſt, and, 


becauſe remoter from ir, in all probability leaſt. We wit 


then thus diſmiſs any prerended fignification of Comers in 


general or particularly of this. 
It will now be demanded if the foreſhewing of Jud 


or Calamities be not rhe end of Comets, for what -- | 


ſerve? Without ſome end or defign certainly they are 


In return hereto I will end _ a brict- accotttt what 
moral influence Comets ought to have on vs: for 'thir'* 


they could be intended” (as the” caſe of Mankind now 
ftands) for no ſuch 'Signes and Monitories as commotily 


Th MH fc Ae eine Get ppb do 
re ty 
4 Wa; of the ther: F x(t0o\ oe So 


have greatet likelyhoodthan has yet aid 
ET maſtr portion gb by 

\to beg in 3 ce : and adthiration = 

d of Heaven and * fo antrotemg us" 
Power, Wiſdom and Nſjeſty, ad don 


before him, and with wor he Þ 


s wv, reat _' his works pi 
et? - {a Po aff WS bb 


Man) was I aleott (ths, EE che Almigh- 
God; char ln edn] all the vifible works of - 


but that he thinks HE does: And perhaps he is boſder 
with the Heyy that wee the - — 
y Circles, mered "our 
as it were pleced in'thenthis-Landmarks; how. pay 
into portions, and then prouly aſgnedro lheHewrey 


of 
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I Ie nr m— _ 


Cen tons 


CI CC 


the COMET x680. 


Hoſt the laws and bounds of their motions. And though the 
moſtHighGod ſeems to have reſerved it as a peculiar to him- 
{clf, that he te/lerh the number.of the Stars,and calleth them all 
by their wames, yetthe Worm,manhas profumed.to call them 
by names of his Ea hs 6 one pore any to ap- 
pear without his cognifance, and then too in ſuch Phaſes and 
Co tions, as he pretends to.have long obſerved. Butthe 
wiſeſt have acknowledged themſelves much ar a loſs in the 
Theory of Comets : (For;I canceive the Peripateticks ſcarce 
in any thing ever ſo much expoſed themſelves, as in their po- 
ſitive DoQtrine herein ; all ſorts departing ſo much the 

from them, by how much the more narrowly they ſearch into 
the Queſtion.) Theſe I fay have beengenerally acknowledged 


Sr 


to ſurpaſs our comprehenſions and laws. Res perplexiſima eft, ,,. 
& omnem fere conatum eludit, faith OLEEE for whatever ” _— 7 


ſome have pleaſed themſclves with of late, yer admitting that 
from the firſt appearance and ſetting out of a Comet we could 
be able to foretel its motion, and calculate Ephemerides (as 


remain, not to be defined with any certainty, that we muſ} 
conclude theſe Phenomena, the Miracles of Nature, as one 


_ truly calls them, and [idowea ingeniis neſtris torquendis, Ge] 
fit to puzzle curious wits, which we muſt admire, but ſhall not be 


able to fathom, They generally partakeſo much of aPlanetar 

ard nl that we cannot believe any-of them (which arc nr 
Comets) much below the Planetary Orbs;and if our ordinary 
meaſures fail us not, ot them have been above, not on- 
F _ of the Planets, but amongſt the fixed Stars. When 
they ſhall become viſible to, us we cannot account or forc- 
ſee, nor in what faſhion. When they ſhall diſappear roo, is al- 
moſt as uncertain at firſt : and when they do diſappear, we 
know-they go not out, as has been thought by ſome, like 


Philoſ. Tranfe 
att. N. Iz rf 


Tome have pretended) there are ſo many other Queſtions which &. 


Fien de Comet. 


Lamps for want of Oyl : (Nox extingauntur, ſed excedunt, Was $1, 


anciently and truly ſaid of them) they fill move higher and 
higher, till they get our of our light, or elſe plunging them. 
| H 2 ſelves 


62 
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A Judgement of © 
ſelves into the Sun-beams become as to us) abſorpr. As there- 
fore we are from hence and other grounds ſure they are no 
exhalarions, fo though we cannot rafhk them amongſt the or- 
dinary Planets, yer neither can we conceive them fixt Stars, 
Centres their courſe arid Orbs have, which in probability we 
know not where to place, and after all our diſquiſirions, 'tis 
mof? likely the iſſue will be only a proof, that they are we 
know not what, but beyond our reach. Thus having traced 
them till we are loſt ininfinite Heights, we ſhall in the end per- 
haps, whether we will or no, acknowledge Infinity, arid fall 
down and worſhip the Incomprehenſible God, who hath made 
Heaven and Earth, and all the Hoſts of them. This is one 
uſe I would make of Comets, and who makes this will never 
account them fruſtrancous or frivolous. | 

Bur beſides, there are a fort of men not fo thoughtſul, yer 
much wilder in their pride than thoſe forementioned. Theſe 
trouble themſelves no more with contemplating the courſe 
of nature than brute beaſts. They obſerve day and night ſuc- 

ceed each other : Summer and Winter, Spring and Harveſt 
come intheir ſeaſons: Animals are brought forth and liverill 
they die, and ſtill chere isa new ſucceſſionof others of the ſame 
kind : fo it has been ever ſince they knew the world, and fo 
they think it ever will be, nor any thing do they mind further 
than the preſent ſtare. When therefore we ralk to them of Re- 
ligion, andinthe end are inforced to aſſert Chriſtianity, from 


the Miracles by which God avouch'dit, they'l tell you, could 


they ſec any miracles, yea any thing that looked beyond the 
ordinary courſe of nature,they would have more credit for the 
pretenſions of Religion. Weſay (perhaps whartis a greattruth) 
there can be no Miracle fo great, as is the whole frame and 
courſe of Nature; yet this they admire nor, becauſe it every 
dayincurrs into their eye : Now the All-wiſe God may feem 
to have left himſelf theſe reſerves (theſe little occaſional emer- 
gencies, and much unaccountable rarities of Nature) to give 
in all generations freſh witneſs of his Almighty Being, Power 
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and Godhead. If what is always.in oureyes be not wonderful''- 
becauſe. familiar, thar. which i err nk may challenge to- beſo: . 
and though the / greatneſs'and: p] Freq, owe pere:.t 
, ſwade, the no vel and (tovulgar E rverhentcos)dreadalta 
and-prodigio of the _ may move ſome minds to ad- 
| mire: And admiration(naturally conſideration) may-\ 
op _ _ thoughtiuineſs of. Gad and\them--. 
ves. All w g backt conſpiring pre--4 
vidences and counſels, may get porpn in Rd roar 
| c___ HK any lay, the Eidom obtain this b-78 I erg 
the more's the pity ; that are apt and enoupht. 
ſubſervient therero cannot be Jenied - they Pe haps- 
affe& morethan we know of. And beſides, if it be but: 
one or two perſons in-an.age that ſhould be ſtnick-into ſari-- 
ouſneſs by fuch appearances, I believe it amply worth the coſt 
| of a Comer. Forl can never approve that conceit of aman,; Gz/*4. Xe- : 
! in other things generally excellent, that 'twas Humane Vani- ** 
t and Pride, menthinking themſelves worthy, for whoſe ſake: . 
uch Oſtents ſhould appear, which farſt induced the opinions- 
' of Comets ſignificancy.: K God thought fit to give his Son- 
| for us, 'tis no pride to think we are worthy of Comets. 
Nor doI conceive it any other than a laudable uſe of them, F 3 4. 
even to the beſt and molt vertuous, ro-cmploy. them as oc- 
caſional motives to. new Devotions, and the excrciſe of divers 
Chriſtian Graces: hereto no Novelty can be improper. 'T hoſe 
; remnants of vain and ſuperflitious fears, which i ſpitc of dif- 
cipline ſtick too deep in our minds, arc happily overcome, L 
had almoſt ſaid fanftified, when they only lead us to lit up 
«. - our hearts toGod, and exert acts of Humility, Faith, Reſig- 
nation and adheſion. To take an inſtance or two. A man has 
>” - by night an odd dream, which runs much in his head a cay 
or two after; orthe head of his Staff falls oft, when he tuipects 
it not, and can give no account of it; or, his Picture hanging 
in a room, where none come to diſturb it, falls down upon 
the face, and is broken or blemiſht: The memory ot theſe bs 
the 


% 
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A ſudgemint/of J' 
the like accidents, haunts his. (though he reed or <& 
check the ns) with divers {imiſter forecaſts. Now, I of 

fay;if hercupon-fuch perſons Soul retire ſecretly within its ſelf, - ri 

with ſuch acknowledgment and devation as this [ Lard, 7 de- '" Þ 
u 

V 

f 

( 

] 


ſerve worſe, than theſe Omens or my own there | 
_—_ have committed my felf and my concerns to a | 
_ da again commit all to thee and on thee de- 
pea Deort al evil; ſide thyibleffed Wl; _ wot give | 
fo thee. texuper for it when: it comes." \Let.me.not fall from thee, 
nor miſs of iy portion in thee bowever.] If I fay ſilly feats them- | | 
ſelves only occaſion ſucp, prattice-as this, I think they are of | | 
cfiect: for certainly without them, thisisour dayly 
duvyGcintereſt, and when they are thus maſtered, they cannor-. | 
be any mans fin, however otherwiſchis infirmityor infeliciry; | | 
"Tis reported of Pope Califtas.in the year 1456, wherein 
Plain. x2 ryo.Comets appear'd, that he _ ar\them, appointed -/| 
_ ..-  *publick Liranies + puar Supplications diverſe days for deprecat- 
ing'the wrath.of God: and cauſed the Bells to be rolled at 
noon day to call pcopleiro their prayers the growing: 
power of the Turk. And Ladovicus Pius beholding heOs.: 'Y 
met of 837,-refleed fo ſeriouſly upon death, that he ſet his+ 3 
houſe in order, cauſed his Son Charles to be Crowned King {| 
of Neuftria, ſertled the Succeſſion and ſpent his time in pre- 
paring for another world. Charles the Fitch beholding ano- 
ther in his days, , His, ait, judiciis me mea fata wecant, 
lookt upon it as a remembrancer of his death. To la a4 
ſuch imagination fo to heart, as to be diſquicted thereby © 
incapacitated or- indiſpoſed for our buſineſs I account ſinful: 
Burt uponany account whatſoever, to mind our mortality and = / 
prepare for our end,or to reflect upon our own or the publick 
crimes, which may call down Gods vengeance upon us and to -*7 
implore his mercy and forbearance, will be far enough from 
blameworthy. If therefore,notwithſtanding the foregoing dil- 
courſe, the preſent Comet ſeem to any to portend ſome imi- 
gent Jocgnen, nor can the conceit thereof be rooted ws ler 
them 


/ 
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chem make uſe of it thus as a Monitory to ſuch holy affet+- 
on and prattice as fi . 'Twilt be-but an improvingirra- 
tional fears ro' an holy purpoſe. * Yea'if —_— rt 

perſons; but all the Nations which beheld ir,ſhould make fach 
uſe of it asthe Ninevitesdid of FonaF's preaching, I knoW not 
who would reprehend, or cenſure them of weakneſs? Tis 
ſure, the age has need enough of repentance; and without a 
Comet, we want not notices abt , thatif we donot re- 
pent:we cannot long eſcape the fignal yengeance'of God © 


In the mean while, as to this and all like-appearahces in 
the Heavens, I'muſt propheſs it ingennouſly as ny es, 
they are more to be admired than dreaded, In fum, The 
ſetve ro repreſs ant contfute rhe conctits of a lirtl® Om: 
ency vain nian pretends to in Naturals, or in fachoming t 
works of God: They may conduceto ſtopithe tnourhs. of 
ſome groſſer ſort of A pro uhatrge prns » ne 


people capable-of ſerious thought, which thought ed 
may be happy to them in the end. I ee | 
| They nay: and-(asall uncouth'and' new oocurents) ought 
ro be made occaſionatadvantapes of | Devotion: and\ſtcſh re- 


| FHgharwn'of 'our ſelves to difpoſal: "And theſe are the 


beſt influences Comets can have on the World. Bur the 
making uſe of them, thereby to rcad the Deſtinics of ings, 
Nitions of Governments, is irrational, fantaſtical and heath- 
eniſh, unbecoming either a Man or a Chriſtian. And fo in- 
ſtead of any dire preſages, The blefling of the Almighty be 
upon the whole '{/rael ot God. + 
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_ An ADVERTISEMENT 
Touching the Table of Comets; pig: 3; &e. 
=_ my finisbing this Table, 1 found 1 bave only attempted therein to de 


what was better done beſaxe, 4 «eq perfoflgr than even I can pretend to 
. colle&, being extant above 4 Sraboe $670 Vin Cometography : 


mention of which 1 too late met with in the account given of that Book P.alo- 


ſophic, Tranſact. N.40, But the Boek,it ſelf I baye not ſeen, nor can 1 hear 
I" 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
it is to be ſeen in theſe parts, What have done was done upon the ſudden, 
ati by a man who never made Aſtronomy his buſineſs, as 1-fear itiuotll rov 
much appear. Wherefore 1 an content te come far. behind Hexelius herein, 
and to bave thirty fewer Copuets in my Table thaji they ſay be has in his,, Bug 
4 conld haye increaſed. my numbers, bad, 1 not allgwed jor the Variation. of 
C ronologilts, Amongſt theſe, 'tivordinary for one topoſipone the. ſame E- 
Pet two '07 ree years to the account of another : And.ſo it had been eaſy to 
have millriplied Comets, reckoting the ſelf-ſame Confiet two 07 thite ti N 
ber, according as different Accormts place it in difſerent years. This 1 bave 
avoided and rather put an Alias, 45in A.'D..7 1, ad 77; &c;/thanWywilty 
.of donbls rerkonings : ſo that 1 can with good confidence ſuy 1huve HbEWvtr- 
«berged the Teble.- Þ: Ty - r* 9503 9143 nf 

- 1 But; at the ſame time I muſt be juſt to Men, as well as to:the. Ueaveris, 
pony 222hs eine er ie egy my Song er 
namely from: Abraham Rocke J..U. D. and Pr nies 

rr 5 in the Uniperſuy. af, Franckfort, 1 Fay this 45 4 


Urawh one part, of bis Book of Comets into a Table, and made ſuch addi- 


Yie#ts rv it as Iconld, And 1 defire the Reader to take notice, where 1 baye you- 
thed no Authority in the Table, I depend on Rockenback's agrhority, or the 
Writers beproduces : where other authority is alledged, theſe things are ſome- 
4vhat of my own poor additional Stock. rm293 03 VoqUIE 57 Thitl 
1-| 4,could bave made much more uſe of my Table than 1 have done, but I had 
4 ftrit eye to my deſign, and would not for the preſent concern my ſelf th ap- 
ply it farther: and, having confeſt my ſelf ſo vain as to think] have by it 
amply proved what 1 deſigned, 1 think 'tis uſe enough of it ſor once. 

I might add ſomewhat alſo touching the ſecond Table, pag. 43, 44; ,45 to 
the ſlrange variations of Learned mens judgments touching ihe ome Comets: 
But this bring as extravagant as mens fancies, T wvt it, One ſhall actount 
That Comet Martial, which another avows Jowal, and thence f cores diſ- 
ſents in. his preſages, and afterwards as much in his Hiſtorical applications, 
But it is ſufficient to juſtifie my receding from ſuch, that being witneſſes to 
the ſame things they differ among themſelyes ; and in all likelihood, as 1 baye 
often obſerved it in the Weather Prognoſlicators, the truth commonly lyes on 
none of the Poſitive fides, hizt 4s ner as ay be in oppoſition - to them all, and 
that will be, in the preſent caſe, with me. | 
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' The STATIONER: to the READER: 
W Am to aſſure you, good Reader, that the Author of this Dif 
& - courle was very much furpriſed when it came to him from 
% me by aLetter in print; as thinking Af, eng rr imns 
laid aſleep or tren, as he judged ir to deſerye, He has -_ 
therefore required me to acquaint the World, Bona Fide, that 
he wrote it at the time ſpecifted F 16; namely before the Co- 
met with us was fully a Calendar Month old: That-the ſole 
Occaſion of. his writing of it was the ſtrange conſternations of 
many People at that time. We were then all here full of Ap- 
prehenſions touching an Iriſh Plot,” or ſecond Maſſacre of Pro- 
teſtants; And when the Cometappear'd amidſt thoſe thoughts, 
diverſe people, in that part of the Country, where the Author | 
then happened to be, were ſo ſtrangely ſtruck, that their Faces ? 
were grown almoſt like the Comet, only of a bl: cx pale. Þ 
In-foinc places'feverab Families would ger 'rogether un one | 
houſe by night, and a certain number watch white the reſt * 
pt. Nay there were not wanting ſome, otherwiſe dilcreet 
| _7 of real _—_— who came from their own, houſ- 
es to:ſtay a while with ſuch Friends of theirs, whom they had 
better thoughts of than-of rhemſelves, not fo muth ro receive 
their Advice, as to Dy with them. Upon hearing ſuch occur- 
rents as theſe , the Author committed ro writing, what he 
commonly talked for his Friends fatisfa&tion. This may quar 
Hfic ſome expreſſions in the Book, which now look odd, but 
were then rcaſonable enough.” Whart is now preſented would . 
have been much more mature, and clearly another thing, had 
it been deſign'd ro have been publiſht at thus time ,, or been 
indeed any other than an Haſty Efſay. Being thus, and on: 
fach'occalion, writ, a Copy of it was ſent to thoſe Excellens 
Ladies before named,only with an intent to-entexrain them prj- 
vately with Reaſon 6 Truth,while the World ehtertain'dthem- 
ſelves with Fables, Wonders or Fears. From that Copy alle 
into my hands, it now, without the Authors knowledge, be- 
a came 
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The Stationer to the Reader. 
came nag _ unſeaſonably, ety ſo = after 


It daites Fhe Comet, bas difap 

e rok . Rich e would her er = added to- ir 
(were it Worry þ OE. PE5 wn latc) is fome Uuſtrarion 
of the Not BI Gem Comets $ 17 and 18, and that 


in x Scheme or'two. In lead bf which, he has thoughs. fit ar 
ren; ha ro $M he ve only a pigce of one, which I have here ſub- 
at nd NN 10 6.07 and oh lt Paragraph of 
'The - Neairyel of is fuch, that no proportion 
of the Sun to the Earth or of the —_— of the Orbs, could be 
obſerved; But I haye obeyed the Authour in this, as I could. 


Explication of the Scheme. 
Thos pear by their names, of Fixed Stars, Saturs, 
pong 


ointed Circles are Orbs of thoſe Latent or not 
| Lied which may Fg Capers when in due poſiinies ho Bas 
The Figures 1,2, 3,4; &c, luch Cometical Stars not appearin 
Let the Line A Bte underſtood the Horizon. - 
C. the Preſent Comet. 
D. the Surface of the Earth, where we dwell. 
E. the Earths Centre. © 
F G. the Sign of Capricorn, or that part of the Heaven in which 
the Sun __ Comet then were. 
T. any fixed Star. Z. our Zenith. 
The uſe of the other Letters will preſently appear. 
be hy ſupposd abo degr. below the 
x. The Sun 'd about 15 w the Hori- 
Wy yy ry a cod cmd of a pellucid 
ſubſtance and exemplified by a Glaſs Globe filled with Water, 
L £17) five or ſox degr. above it, this Star ſhall receive and re- 
Os OR Pn, nt be WERde 26 —_——— 
c 


) 


by 


Y A 


The Stationer to the Reader. 2M 
becauſe the Hemiſphere above the Horiſon is, by reaſon of the 
Suns departure, dark, therefore, the Raics, which fall upon the 
C and penetrate it, ſhall appear viſible to us in that part 
of "the Atmoſphere of the Cometical Star which is above it: 
- > ppg be the Luminous track C H, the train of the 
mer. 

*-2, The Cometical Stars, Number x, 2, 3, 4, 5, ſhall nor 
be ſeen , though they all now ſhould be kn Pn ng in 
their Orbs, becauſe all abſorpt in the Suns light. Nor 
that Number 6 appear, becauſe ſuppoſed for the preſent moy- 
ing in conjunction with Jupiter : nor that Number 7, becauſe 


" — tne Irpler roger) with T fome fixt Star of Eminent 


&”” Nor, rs Fon thoſe Numbers 8, 9, and per: 
haps diverſe others, which may be ſuppoſed towards | 

s berween'Z A, be viſible, becauſe, as to ſome, the 

of-the Earth interpoſes, and , as to others, the Sun is 
ar too gjear'a diſtance, and its Rajes too faint, to illuminare 
-4. 1 fay the Train of the Comet C H cannot appear in 2 
more natural Shape and Poſition; as affirmed's zr. © 
4 Becauſe the Parallax of the Comer, +. the Arch K 1 | 
is lefs than the Parallax of the Moon. 1iz. 1. M. therefore the 
Comet is above the Moon. 

5. That the farther the Comer by its proper motion (mov- 
ing from C, whether towards N, or towards O, or towards 
) the further I fay it gets off from the Sun , the higher ir 

ll either appear, or be; to us; and theleſs its light. | 

All theſe things fall out naturally and facily according to 
this Hypotheſis. Much more uſe could I make of this Scheme, 
buc this-is- th for the purpoſe of theſe Papers. 

The preateſt objetions which I can forcſce againſt this 
DoRrine are, that, Sccording 00K. Comets muſt needs be 
more frequently Viſible, and their Motions more Regular and 
Accountable. To which many things might be returned ; 
but I will only fay, I ſuppoſe theſe Comerical Stars to move 
ordinarily very near in conjunction with ſome Great _ or 
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Phnet of their neighbouring Orb reſpettively, and by this 
means to be generally drown'd in their light: Bur yet there 
being ſome wariation in their Motion (of which no good. ac- 
count can be given, becauſe they arc ſo ſeldom ſgen)'.by rea- 
ſon of this variation, aiter ſome period of yearg:they arc 
peftedro 

os * 


left behind the Principal Stars, and then, it dutly 
the Sun (and not otherwiſe) they become wiftble. * - S 

Bur whar, if aſter all they ſhould have other Centres thai?” 
the Farth, as is ſuggeſted pag. 25.1. 10? ſuch as the pointed 
Arches OP or QR. Then they may appear feldomer and 
perhaps move more irregularly then we can prove they 
do. And might I be admitted inſtead of the old Ptels- 
maick ſyſteme to ule the Copernican, a great varicty in-thele 
points would appear eaſic and natural, nor any Phemomena:of 
Comets, which I have heard of, not folvible upon the whole” 

This may fatisfie Perſons no more learned in the Stars:thatr 
my ſelf; And as to thoſe who really do better underſtand 
that heavenly Science, I am confident they are either alrea- 
dy ſatisfied in rheir own better notions; os otherwiſe above 
vulgar Amuſement and Conſternations; the honeſt removal 
whereof was all the deſign of theſe at firſt ZZaſty, however now 
ſo Late, Papers. - | 
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Ag. 1. 1.9. r, Cheatees. p.g. 1. penult. r. Aftronomi. p.16. 1.21. after 40 De+ 

* grees put a Comma. I. 22. for Hereliusr. Heyelius. p. 17. 1.28. for bad, r. 

ad. p.19. 1.2. r. Longo. p.27.1.4. for left r.lefs. p.29. 1.9. r. came. p.31. 1. 

8. r. of Mars. p.35. L13. r. cuſtoms of the People. p. 36. 1.30. r. in fine. p.40. 1. 

10. dele of: p 43. 1.22. puta full ſtop after one. p.45. 1.8. r. thoſe Comes. p.46. 

I. 22.7. as theſe. p. 47.1. 12, r. the Order of Events, which as ſignes, p. 50.1. 33- 
r. Meted. p.54. 1, 25. c, Indiciis, p. ult. for p. 43» 44-1. 38,39. 


